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FBI/DOJ 


J» Houseliold Finance Company 


Confidential Informant T-8,— c-f knovm reliability, has 
advised that DAVID :3I'TGELS0iT has undo ‘six loans from the House- 
hold Finance Company, 11 V/est 4.2 .Street, How York City# ficcording 
to T-3 KTGL-LSOH advised that r^oth pf.-'hls parents arc deceased, 
however,- his vfife’s mother, MOLLl^i^EriiT'ZO'iL^J^sides at East 97 


Street, ITew York City* His sistrCr ST'l 


resides at 


84.3 Cro^^sma Park, Bronx, Kov/ York, v?hile his wife’s sister 
■•W.IID?fjKTIl:iS resides in the -liueens Housing Project, r^ucens 
Borough, Long Island City, licv; Yorx, Ot iie'r 





T-JV 


6 ^- 1531^.8 





EBOl^E 1+0 i'ionroe Street, i’«ew York City 
Ehl, 212 East Broadv/ay, New York City 
RATZ, Knickerbocker Village, New Y’ork City 
:CUS, Knickerbocker Village, New York City 


1 

■ r 


The original investigation of EtTQELSON conducted- 
by Household Pinace Company revealed that his wife maintained 
an account at the public National Bank, Hew York City, and 
that he maintained an account at the Lafayette National Bank, 
^,7hen this investigation was conducted in 19li.'3 ENGELSOH was 
contacted and he advised the investigator that ho pays 
for everything in cash except rent, gas and electricity. 

The investigator commented that when he visited EiiGELSOH 
at his home, telephone WO 2-6298, EITGELSON advised that he 
vjas interested in childorn and had quite a few toys which 
he was to bring to them into the country. 


Following is a record of loans made by Household 
Finance Company to El'TGriL'iOi-:; 


Date 


.-.mount of 
Loan 


Explanation 


7/7A3 


^ 300.00 


ENGELSON's address was she vrn to 
bo 16 Monroe street; Ke resided 
at this address for G years; 
owner of the Snap-Band Coiripany, 
which he had operated from 9 
Perry street for the prior i;. 
months. Irovious to this the 
business had been located at 
379 Bridge street for approxi- 
mately 6 months, and at 106 
Liilton Street, also for 6 
months. Purpose of loan, to 
buy gold 


2/25/1+9 


:)300.00 


The first loan was paid up on 
11/20/L|.8, Second loan was 
repaid in full on 9/ 6/1+9. 


9/16/11.9 

12/5/^l 


0500. 00 
„i5oo,oo 


Repaid on 12/16/1+9 
Repaid in full 5/3/5^ 
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NY 65-15314.9 
Date 

12 / 15/51 

7 / 2/52 


1 / 23/53 


Amount of Loan ExplahCition 


^ 500.00 

■) 5 op,oo 


:;;i500 . 00 


Repaid in full 5/31/52 

The purpose for bills repaid 
in full 

Purpose to bo used for business 


K» Handy and Harman . 

Controlle^^-jyilLady and Harman, 82 

York 01^, has furni sTTe ' d "inf ortiaT ion 

reflecting-^at i^TGELSOIidJO made numerous purchases of ' 

°f *A°./)^SB=gSnd Copipany, 119 Livingston 


Street, srooklyn Now roortSrrt 

9 Fe rry Street. New York City, 

ITY9Rli|.l86^^^^^^^ operated with Treasury license number 

information available to JONSS he was able 
to advise that beginning in January, 1950 and continuing 
though ^>ugu3t, 1952 , EJGELSON made almost daily purchases of 

These purchases wore cash purchases inasmuch as 
the company required EITGHLSOI'T . to furnish cash or a certified 

individual. It was noted in the examination 
wit’-’'^uSJncy°^ follov/ing purchases were paid for 


Date 


1J./11/50 

lj-/l3/50 


Amount 


;?1, 759,09 


2,286.55 


Sroakdown of currency furnished 

^ iJiTGELSOH 


•;.il, 700.00 in .i.100. bills’ 
;50.00 in .ii>50,00 bill 

,.'1,300.00 in ii)l00. bills 
^HiaoO.OO in :,50. bills 
One .^xO.OO bill 






fe.-ai 
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NY 6^-15348 
Date 


Amount 



Broakdovm of curronOy furnished 
by EliGLLSON 


I|./l3/50 

# * 

i)264p«54 

'^1,500.00 in ^i>100. bills 
;>260.00 in ^10. bills 
v240.00 in irf20. bills 
^250.00 in ;>50. bills 
^400.00 in .^100. bills 

4/aD/5o 

0263.7.66 

O 64 O.OO in 020. bills 
.>2,000.00 in >100. bills 

1+/21/50 

02111.25 

01,100 in i>l00. bills 

0850.00 in 050. bills 

0 16 0.00 in 020. bills 

4/25/50 

02, 642.48 

>1,900.00 in 0100. bills 
0750.6 o in 050 t bills 

7/17/50 

52 , 641.17 

§900.00 in .ylOOi bills 
> 1 , 780.00 in ;>20. bills 
§20.00 in hAO. bills 

7/24/50 

51,055.27 

.§ 360.00 in 02p. bills 
§ 600.00 in 05O.OO bills 
0100.00 in a ^>100. bill 

10/12/50 

>2,991.01 

0500.00 in 050. bills 
•> 2 , 400.00 in >100. bills 

0100.00 in >10. bills 

11/ 7/50 

^ 3 , 520.16 

> 1 , 500.00 in .>100, bills 
OlOO.OO in > 50 . bills 
c.;l, 900.00 in >20. bills 

> 30.00 in >10. bills 

3A3/51 

> 3 , 518.01 

1 

.> 2 , 500,00 in >100, bills 
..AOOfOO in ->50, bills 
^ 620,00 in cash 

6/21/51 

>2,109.64 

>1,500.00 in >100. bills 
s;'550.00 in .>50 i bills 

> 60.00 in >^b, bills 
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Date 


7/5/51 

11/6/51 


t 


Amount 




^7t 037*48 


$3,507*49 
$4, 382.43 


EJC : VKD 

- 10 - 


0 




Breakdown of currency i’urni shed 
by MGELSQN 


Cash 


:«i7, 900.00 in $20* bills 


is* 






The above according to the records of Tlaridy and Harman 
are the only purchases made duririg January, 1950 to August, 
1952 , v/hich were paid for with currency. 

L. The financial statement furnished probation officer 
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iiDMiNiaTIL.TlVE PAGE ( conti .iied) 


Date of Activity 

Identity and/or Description Date 
of Source of Informction Received 


t2)Hb} [7] (D) 


Info re JULIUS 

aOSR'lBE.-;G*3 

activities. 


T - A2 


YCL Information 





, . T - A3 CP Data 
\/ Metropolitan 
Military 
District , 

2d Service 
Command. 


T - a4 


ijionymous 


Used to document 


(b) (2) /(b) (7) (D) 


Agent File and 

to whom serial number 

Furni shed Loc at ion 


1/3/51 


WILLIAM F. Instant case 
NORTON and 
JOHN A, 

HARRINGTON. 


3/19/51 


4/11/51 

6/1/51 


6/1/51 

6/22/51 


Same 

Same 

Some 

Same 


5/1/42 Unknown NY 100-11159 


2/20/43 


NY 100-11159 


'{br (7) (0) 
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NY 65-15348 



Identity 
of Source 


ADM IN 1ST Rx JIVE PAGL. (con 


Date of iiCtivity i^J.,snt 

and/or Description Date to whom 

of Inf onnatlon Rece ived Furni shed 


File and 
serial numbeP 
Location 



lb) |2)/(b) (7) (0) 


I 4 /II/SO 


DiiliOw W • 
PITCHER, 
<J x^u''iE S E • 
GIELER* 


1 / 8/52 Same 


NY 100 - 2936 - 
-1A773 
(5) 


-1A773 

(7) 


(b) {2)r{b) (7) (D) 
T - AlO 


6 / 23/52 


8 / 22/50 


E. NY 100-2545- 
GI-LER, -2107 

SE STEPHEN 
W • o Ei .'4 N iN GS • 


F P. McRiiE, NY 100-0- 
3E A. E. -58581 

^ TjIiE R • 


T - All 

Mail cover VALB Information 

on ENGELSON 

residence 

at 16 Mon roe 

Street, NYC. 


T - A12 


Document at ion 


b/ 2/53 


T - AI 3 »l/(b) (7) (0) 

JOHN Subject expounded Betv/een 

NEBEL, Communism and was 1/51-3/51 

Hotel teacher at Jefferson 

Brvant . School* 


NYO 

(written) 


JOHN W. 
SCx'j'lNELL 


Instant file 


NY 121-10463 
-10 






NY 65-15348 


^ S 


^JDMlNlSTRi^T■LVE ?i^GE (coxitinued) 


Date of Activity iigent to 

Identity and/or Description Date whom 

of Source of Infomnation Received Furni shed 


T - AI 4 
Anonymous 


T - A1 


A16 flb){2)/N{7)(D) 


T - AI7 

M. HEDLEY Subject believed 
STONE, member of Water- 
National front Section of 
Treasurer, CP. 

NMU, NYC. 


Between 


1/51-3/51 


T - A18 

NEAL 

HANLEY, 


Subject gave 
impression of being 


Same 


National CP member. 
Secretary, 


Ni'W, NYC. 


T - AI9 


(B) (2)/|b) {7) (0) 


2/21AS 

and 

9/19/45 




T - A20 


T - A21 


3/14/47 

('Bid) 


3/17/47 


JijyiES P. Subject received 

BiaCH, #25.. from JAFRC. 

4th Avenue 
Branch, 

Corn Exchange 
Trust Company, NYC. 


Between 


1/51-3/51 


PRAiiK J. 
NO WLAN 


Same 


ROBERT W. 
BROWNELL 


JOHN W. 
SC/JnNELL 


Pile and 
serial number 
Location 


NY 121-10463 
10 


Same 


NY 100-26603 
IA- 6 O 7 


NY 121-10463 
10 


S^- 
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ADMiNISTRnTlVE ?AGE (continued) 


Identity 
of Source 


Date of Activity 

and/or Description Date 

of Information Received 


rtgent to 
whom 

Furnished 


Pile and 
aerial number 
Location 


iT - A22 

ONI, 3<3 Documentation of 

ND, Brooklyn, 

associate. 


'NY. 



T - A23 

Banking Data 

4/7/53 

THOMAS P. NY 100-65457 
McQUEENEY, Jr. 23 

(N 



T - A2U 

Banking Data 

4/7/33 

S ame S ame 








NY 65-15348 



M - 


i’iDMINISTRilTIVE P.'.CxE 


1 

« 

INPOR'L'iNTS 




IDEIITITY 

OP SOTJRCE 

DATE OP ACTIVITY 

OR DSSCRIPTIOl; D.*TE 

OP INFORMATION RECEIVED 

AGEI^T VAIO 

RECEIVED 

INPORl.TIOn 

PILE ITJ'iBER 

Ai;D 

LOC..TIGN 


/i.OL 
afayo 
ank T 


?'1 






[y^ 






*• 

* 


c 


o 



E JC : ^IKD 
12 


Ff 65-15348 


ADMIHISTH^TIVE P;>GE CONT»D 



IHFOm.IITS 


DATE OP :.CTIVITY AGENT ’.-/HO 

IDENTITY . OR DESCRIPTION D*.TE RECEIVED 

OP '-OURCE O;.'’ IIIPOR'l-TIOiT RECEIVED INFORM. TION 


PILE I'iDMEER 
-ilD 

L0C*-TI01T 


T-6 

M..-.ZILEER Financial info Various S.'. EDWARD J, Instant file 

,'.3 .1 t.Vice- dates CFIILL 

■‘'rcsiilollenic 

Bank Trust 

Co, 139 

■Villiar:! St, 

NYC 

T-7 

TJ-; Treas. US bonds SA EDWARD j. Instant file 

Dept, Bureau purchased CARILL 

of public 
Debt, C’iicagj, 

111. 


T-8 

J.x'*. F.YDSN, Financial info 3/5/52 .BA SDVlvRD J, Instant file 

Asst, i Igr • ■ CAni LL 

Hou 30 ho Id 

Piiianco,ll 

V/.l|2 St,l.!YC 





\ 

/ 


NY 65-15348 


>^MINiSTR..TI^/E P:.G£ C0NT»D 


LE-D3 


NTil’i.NK 



p 

C 


V 


.\t Orange, Now' Jers'^ 


By i*ir-Tel .*pril 3, 1953 Nov/ark Office iras 
requested to contact the Orange P'irst i‘<„.tional Banl: and 
examine the original application for Savings Bonds purchased 
at this bank to determine method of payment, purchaser's name 
and any other data available. 

Further determine if or ,D..VID ISIGELSOX has 

ever maintained an account. at this bank, 

♦ 
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ITY 65-15311-8 

P«.GE COHT*D 

LE..DS 

•7..SHIHGTOIT. PIBI D 

At Wa shlriRton, D » C « 

Records of Handy and Harman, gold supplier, 82 
I'’ulton_Street for period January 1, 1950 to -*ugust, 1952 
shoed that QTGALSON doing business as the Snap-Band Company^ 
had made almost daily purchases of gold* it was noted that 
for each purchase the purchaser submitted a end use certificate 
for so:ni -processed gold form ^’0-29, issued by the Office of 
the Director of the Mint, 'freasury Department, '-jashington, 

D.C. 



By ^*ir-Tel April 3, 1953, I’/ashington I'lold requested 
to contact the mint to determine if the M certificates are 
suitably arranged for examination. If so Washington ■*^‘‘iold 
is requested to examine same to identify any other gold 
purchases that may have been made by ELTCriiLSON other than 
those made from Handy and Harman during the "period January 1, 
1950 and ^..ugust, 1952. 

In the event other purchases arc located V/ashington 
P’icld is requested to identify supplier dates, and cost of 
each purchases* 



m 6^-15348 


. JD: II KI STR. .TIVE P;xGE CONT«D 




NEW .YORK 



Now York, New York 


On May 19, 1945 United States La.vin^e Bone 
':4601911.9145s v/as purchased at the Manufacturer 3 J’ru at Company, 
37Q Sixth venue, in the name of Di*VID Sl'IGLLSO:!.. ./ill 
contact this branch for any information they may have con- 
cerning this purchase. ..Iso determine if nNGJiLoOil has 
ever maintained an account here. 


In June, 1943 United .States Savings nond 
02III5034SE was purchased at the Corn ^xchaiago Bank and 
Trust Company, 155 East 42nd Street, in tne nariie of D..VID 
EilGSTjSOH., Will contact this branch for any infor.ii-.tion they 
may have concerning thie purchase. *.lso determine if 
JJIIGELS'Jil has ever maintained an account here. 

V/ill contact Lafayette National Bank, Brooklyn,_ 

New York, and examine the company of the Snap-Band Comij-iny, 
being noted that this account wa : opened July 9, 1949 ^•■nd closed 
September 14, 1950. 

Will contact the Public National Bank and Trust 
Company and examine any accounts they may have for D*.VID 
or MIRY niGELSOII or any company operated by the subject. 

Will identify tiic G W Manufacturing Company, 6? 
Court Street, Brooklyn, Novr York, being noted tha.t ErTGELSON 
used this firm as a reference v/hen ho opened the account of 
the Snap- Band Company at 9 Berry Street", 

’•.'ill obtain from the Universal Credit Cooperation 
any information they may have concerning ...NGELSOIT, being noted 
that on Ma.rch 5» 1953 EIIG}.;LSON made a payment to thie firm,j 

l-/ill contact National City Bank of -‘cw York, 55 
Wall Street and obtain details conccrnln.g the payment made 
to this bank on March 24, 1953 Uy subject, Ih’om the infor- 
mation appearing on the cancelled checks' it appcai^^^^t 
ENGELSON has a loan with this bank, 


- 49 - 





NY 65-153U8 


LEADS 

NEW YORK 


ADMIN 1ST R^J iVB' PA 6a^ ’g^cont inued) 



At New York, New York 


Will report the results of the requested check of the 
United States Treasury Department in Chicago, Illinois, for the 
PUHNs* cashing in of United States bonds in order to purchase 
his photography business in August 1950, and in order for them 
to buy a new automobile during January 1950, 



A lead requesting this information has been set out 
in the case entitled, "ALFRED ABRiiHAM PUHN, was; SECURITY MATTER 
C," Bufile 100-337701, by letter directed to the United States 
Treasury Department in Chicago. 

Will contact Industrial Bank of Co:mnerce, 60 East 
42nd Street, and obtain details for payments made on March 24# 
v 1953,', hy ENGELSON. ^'rom the information available it appears 
\ that this is a loan payment. 




<1 







Office lAemor, 


a, Mum 


# ' 

UNITED TrAii2S GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


tDB J BCT; 


m 

t , 

MR. BE^m^r 

n 

JULIV^ ' ROSENBERG , ST AL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


DATE: June 17, 1953 


ML 
HtRLl 

datl 





■// ; 


F« checked with the Washington Field Office ^ 

10:45 A.M^ this morning on the status of the motion befbre 
Justice Douglas of the Supreme Court by attorney Tyke^armer^. 

The Agent who was in the Court building advised that Justice 
Douglas and Justice Jackson went to their respective offices 
at 9:40 A.M. today and have not come out. The attorneys are 
standing by* 

At 10:50 A.M. Supervisor Tom UcAndrews of New York called 
to advise that Judge Kaufman had called the New York Office* 

Judge Kaufman said he learned from AUSA Kilsheimer that last night, 
on the recommendation of Justice Jackson, the Attorney General 
and Chief Justice Vinson met at 11:00 P.it* to determine whether 
to call the complete Court into session to dispose of Fyke Farmer's 
motion. Judge Kaufman advised that as of 7:30 P.U., Douglas was 
disposed to grant the writ* However, after he cane back from 
dinnejn, he was wavering and undecided. Judge Kaufman said that 
^ even~^ Douglas does throw out the motion. Justice Frankfurter 
will ^^ar it. Judge Kaufman said that Justice Jackson was 
very upset about the indecision of Douglas. Jackson felt that 
the whgle theory of listening to FaT^er's motion was ridiculous 
and Douglas should have turned it down yesterday* 

ACTIO Nt 

For your information. . 




7 



AHB:mer ) 


ADDENDUM i AHBtmer 6-17~S3 IN j£XcD - 28 1? 

EX. - i03 

^ .At 11:15 A.M* Supervisor McAndrews called back to 

'^advise that Judge Kaufman had very confidentially advised that 
at the meeting between the Attorney General and Chief Justice 
Vinson last night. Justice Vinson said that if a stay is granted 
ihe will call the full Court into session Thursday morning to 
'vacate it. 







UjjkL6 iVL&ZJj^U'fU^UW • UNXTiiO ^ALho GOVERNM 


TO 


PROM 9 


fUBJBCT: 


t 



UB 


MS 


, D. M, LADD y 

. symUlOMT 


JULIUS ROSENBERG, ET AL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


DATE: June 17, 19 


.a WFOUMWIOM COHTMHtO 




At 4:55 P,U» I 9 poke to Mr, Robert Erdahl of the 
Department in the absence of Acting Solicitor General Stern, 
Mr, Erdahl has been working on the Government^ s petition to~ 
have the Supreme Court vacate the stay of execution granted 
by Justice Douglas, Mr, Erdahl advised that the Department 
'has completed its petition applying to the Supreme Court to 
convene the Court in a special term to review the stay of 
execution granted by Douglas, He said that a Departmen"^! 
representative has taken the petition over to the Supreme 
Court for filing and that copies are being mimeographed. 

He said that he would furnish one to me as soon as possible. 


He said that the petition asks the CouTt either to 
review the stay of execution granted by Douglas or to reconsider 
and reaffirm the Courtis order of June 15, 1953, which denied 
a stay of execution, 

I The WO advised us that the petition was received 

lat the Supreme Court at 4:58 P.M, today. 



I asked Mr, Erdahl how fast the Court could act 
on this petition. He said that Justice Reed is in North 
Carolina; Minton is in Indiana; Douglas left town this morning; 
Frankfurter is en route to some destination away from 
Washington, D, C, This leaves Justices Burton, Black, Vinson, 
Jackson, and Clark in Washington, D, C, 

it 

^ Erdahl said that as six Justices are needed for a 

^quorum, Vinson can poll those absent by telephone on the 
■'du^stion of convening in special session but it will require 
the r e turn of at least one Justice to make a quorum. The 
majority of the quorum would govern the decision so it would 
be important as to who constituted the quorum. 



't ui 11 have to convene and ' 


Erdahl said that the Court 
ilhold a hearing and he doubts that thi^-jcaf^^e done by tomorrow, 
i\ He said at any rate it appears impossv&le that- the execution 
(Oan be carried out tomorrow night. He pointed- out that Judge 
[Kaufman set the week of June 15 for the execution.>;eBi^dhA^ ' 
•would carry up through Saturday, M. 


ACTION: We 
a copy of t 
AHB:me^\W 



! .. 



ntinue to follow -Oiis and will furn ish^ 
etition as soon as we receive it, !( 











IN THE SOPIH’IE CCOHT OF THE UNITED STATES 


JULIUS HDSENBEH} AllD ETHEL HSSHffiEIG 


/ 

I 


V. 


U1!ITED STATES OF AMERICA 




APPLICATION TO OOtP®lE COURT IN SPECIAL TERM AND 
TO REVIEW STAY OF EXECUTION GRANTED BY MR. 
JUSTICE DOUGLi'^ OR TO HECOreiDER AMD lEAFFTRM 
THIS COURT'S OROER OF JUNE 15, DENYDJQ A STAY. 







HI THE SUPRaC CX)tJRr OF THE UNITED STATES 


JULIUS ROSENBERG AND ETHEL EOSENBEEVI 

V. 

WITED STATES OF AMERICA 


APPLICATION TO CONVENE COURT IN SPECIAL TERM AND TO 
REVIEW STAX OF EXBCOTION GRANTED BX MR* JUSTICE 
DOU5LAS OR TO RECONSIDER AND REAFFIRM THIS 
COURT'S ORDER OF JUNE 15, DEKXIKO A STAX* 


The Attorney General end the Acting Solicitor General, on 
behalf of the United States, respectfully petition the Chief Justice 
and the Associate Justices of this Court to convene a special tens 
to review an order entered by Mr. Justice Douglas on June IT, 1953, 
staying execution of the sentences of death Ixnposed upon the de- 
fendants, or to reconsider and reafflnn this Court's order of June 15 , 
denying a stay. 

The indictment against the defendants and others was re- 
turned on January 31 ^ 1951* The defendants were sentenced on April 
5, 1951* The convictions were affirmed, and a petition for rehearing 
was denied by the Court of Appeals. 195 2d 583 (C.A. 2 ). A 
petition for certloreu:! was denied by this Coiurt on October I 3 , 1953, 
3^ U.S. 838 , and a petition for rehearing was denied on Novieiiiber 17, 
1952i 3^ U.S. 889 , Nos. 111-112, 0. T*, I 952 . 

After the exhaustion of these direct review proceedings, 
the defendants Instituted five farther proceedings challenging their 
convictions and the sentences imposed upon 





The first of these proceedings, which was instituted In the 
District Court on November 2k, 1952, a few days after the denial 
of rehearing In Nos. Ill and 112, supra , was terminated with the 
denial of certiorari In No. 687, O.T., 1952, on May 25, 1953, 
the denial of rehearing on June 15, 1953* On January 2, 1953, the 
District Court denied the defendants' motion for a reduction of their sen- 
tence. 109 F. Supp, 108. On May 26, 1953, the defendants filed In 
the Court of Apprals a motion for leave to file a petition for a writ 
of mandamus to the District Court. This proceeding attacked the 
District Court's refusal to reduce the sentences. The Court of Appeals 
denied the motion without opinion on June 2, 1953. On May 27, 1953, 
two days after this Court denied certiorari In No. 687, supra , the 
defendants filed a second motion under 28 U.S.C. 2255 *ln the District 
Court, ^lat motion was denied on June 1 and the order of denial was 
affirmed by the Court of Appeals on June 5- On June 6, the defendants 
filed their third motion in the I>lstrlct Court based upon Section 2255 
and Rule 33 of the Rules of Criminal Procedure. That motion was heard 
and denied on June 8, an appeal was taken on June 9, and the Court of 
Appeals affirmed on June 11, 1953- 

On June 15, 1953 this Court denied an application for a stay 
of execution pending the determination of the petition for rehearing 
In No. 687 and the filing and determination of petitions for certloararl 
to review the Court of Appeals* Judgments In the second and third 
proceedings mentioned above to set aside their convictions and In 
the mandamus proceeding. 

On the same day, June 15, this Court denied the defendants' 
motion for leave to file a petition for an oirlglnal writ of habeas 
corpus. No. 1 Mlsc., June 1953 Special Term. 


2 



Althou^^ tbe defeodants raised numerous contentions in 
these proceedings^ they have never raised the point yhich vas the 
basis of Mr. Justice Douglas* stay order. In fact^ they do apt 
seem yet to have made It. The contention vas first »n ftd e la an 
application for a writ of habeas corpus by one Izvln Edelman. 
purportedly on the behalf of the defendants, in the District Court 
on June 13, 1953 * ^he defendants* counsel specifically declined 
to consent to the filing of that petitlop. Ttm petition was denied 
by the District Court on June 15 # 1953 # on the ground that 
had no standing to Institute such a xnoceedlng. An identical 
application, coupled with a prayer for a stay, vas i wed e to Mr* 
Justice Douglas on June l6 by counsel for Sdelman, and# as ve 
understand Mr. Justice Douglas* opinion and order of June 17, 
the stay of execution vas based upon that application. 











THE COURT HAS POlTETi TO, AND SHOULD, REVIEW/ AHD 
VACATE THE STAY GRAHTED BY MR. JUSTICE DOUGLAS 

full Court, S8 the highest Judicial tribunal in the 
Hat ion, has power to vacate the stay granted by Mr. Justice 
Douglas Since the only justification for a stay order by a 
s ingl e Justice, under 28 U.S.C. 2101, is to preserve the ap- 
pellate Jurisdiction of the Court, the full Court c^n review 
the grounds of the stay and determine for itself that there 
is no such need to maintain the status quo . For it is the 
Court, and not its individual members, which is vested with 
appellate jurisdiction over proceedings in the loi/er courts. 

And it is therefore the Court which has the ultimate respon- 
sibility for overseeing the actions, by lower courts or judges 
or by a single Justice, taken in the belief that this Court *s 
Jurisdiction needs protection. To hold that such interim 
actions of Icfirer courts and Judges, or of a single Justice, are 
unrevleirable is to overlook the essential basis for such stay 
orders as auxiliary to the effective functioning of the full 
Court . 

The framework of the Constitution and the statutes 
It clear that the Court has, and must have, this power of re- 
view Article III endows the Court, and not the Individual 
members, with Judicial pother in federal cases. The Judicial 
Code (28 U.S.C. 1254) gives the Court ultimate appellate juris- 
diction over federal criminal convictions. Carrying out the 
conception that It is the Court as a whole which is the appel- 
late tribunal. Section 2106 of Title 28 vests the Court with 
full authority to affirm, modify, vacate, set aside or reverse, 
any Judgment, decree, or order of a court lawfully brought be- 
fore It for review— including, of course, the older 6f the 
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Dletrlct Court or of the Cburt of Appeals which would be 
entered in the proceedings contemplated by Mr* Jhstiee 
Douglas » order. The All-^rlte Statute (28 U.S.C. 1651) gives 
the Court plenary poror to issue all writs necessary or ^ 
prpprlate In aid of ila jurisdiction. And it is plain fron 
the terms of 28 U*S*C* 2101(e), under which a single justice 
can grant a stay, that this power is given solely to protect, 
in so far as necessary, the Court's appellate Jurisdiction. 

In view of this dependent relationship between the stay 
powers of a single justice and the jurisdiction of the Court, 
we suggest that the Court's power to review and revise the 
stay order steins directly frcan its position as the hi^st 
appellate tribunal In the federal s^'^stem and neetl not z*est 
on a specific statutory provision. But, In any case. Congress 
has e^ressly given the Court the broadest of means, in 28 
U.S.C* 2106 and 28 U.S.C. 1651 (the AU-^/rita Statute), by vdxich 
to take the necessary action. Under the latter provision, there 
is open to the Court a slnple order vacating the stay, or, if 
deemed appropriate, the conHnon-law writ of certiorari to re- 
view Mr. Justice Douglas' order, or, possibly, a writ of pro- 
hibition or mandamus. These and comparable coamnon— law reme- 
dies are regularlj^ used in cases, like this one, of great 
public importance where the ordinary processes of appeal are 
Inadequate and where the circumstances inperatlvely demand 
imroedlate interposition by this Court. In re Chetwood . 165 
U.S. 443, 462; EXLoarte U nited States . 287 U.S. 241, 248-9; 
fa parte 318 U.S. 578; U*S^Alkali Assn , v. Ikiited 

325 U.S. 196, 201-4. 

We know of no case in which tills Court, or a court of ap- 
peals, has refused to entertain an application to review 
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VBcata a stay granted by a single justice or jtuJge* In this Court, there 
are at least three recent instances In which such applications have been 
made and apparently considered on their merits ly the full Court. Ifa 
yahey v. Mallonee, 0. T. 19U6, No. 687, Mr^ justice Rutledge granted a 
stay; a motion to vacate ^e stay was then presented to him, referred ty 
him to the Court, and denied by the Court* Sup. Ct. Journal, O.T. 19li6, 
p. 96 (Dec# 9$ 19U6)* In Johnson v. Stevenson, 335 S#S# 801, andL land 
Dpllar, 3bl D.S. 737 , 738, notions to vacate stays granted ty single 
justices were also denied. Jn Alexander v. Dhlted States , 173 P. 2d 865 
(C.A, 9), the Ninth Cixruit, sitting en banc , vacated a stay granted hy a 
single judge (on the ground that he had no power to make such an order). 

IN THE ALTERTATIVE, THE COURT SHOULD RECOKSIEER US 

ORDER OF JUNE 15 DiSmNG A STAY IN TOE LIDHT OF THE 

oromjD on raicH mr. justice doiblas acted 
O n June 15, the full Court considered and denied the Ibsenbergs* 
application for a stay of execution. If the ground upon idiich Mr. Justice 
Douglas granted the stay in his order of this date had been before the full 
Court when it acted, he would have considered himself bound by that action 
and would have denied the stay. It vas only because the contention as to 
the applicability of the Atomic Energy Act had not been presented to the 
lUU Court that Mr. Justice Douglas, as he stated, felt free to consider 
it. In order, therefore, that the full Court may now have an opportunity 
to consider and pass \ipon the merits of the new ground tn>on idiich 
Mr. Justice Douglas • order ifas based, the Government respectfXiUy requests 
'Uie Court to vacate its order of June 15, for the purpose of considering 
>^ether the contention as to the applicability of the Atomic Energy Act 
affords sufficient basis for '^e gz^anting of a stayj and if the full Court 
should conclude that it does not, it should thereupon enter an order 
denying a 8tay» In view of the express terms of Mr. Jbistice Douglas* 
opinion acconpanying his order, it is clear that such action ly the Court 
would remove the basis upon which he acted, xvamely, 'Uiat the ground 
presented had not theretofore been considered and decided by the full 
Court, . 
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THE ATOMIC QtolOT ACT NO SUBSTANTIAL DOUBT 

CN THE VALIDITY OF tHE EEATH SEUTENCE IN 
THIS CA^B 

The opinion of Mr. Justice Do^iglas rests on the substantiality 

of the argument that the death sentence cannot be inq^osed ^ 3 parL the 

/ 

Rosenborgs irlthout conpllance with Section 10(b)(2) of the Atcndo 
Energy Act of August 1, I946 (42 U.S.C. §1810 (b)(2)). This could 
he true only If the Atomic Ehergy Act provision repealed nirTTantg 
the provision of the Espionage Act involved here. V7e shall shcsr that 
the Atomic Energy Act was not Intended to eizhody any such r^>eal, 
that the statutory provisions are not Inconsistent, and that. In sny 
event, the Atomic Ehergy Act would be Inapplicable to this case so 
that even acceptance of the principle of repeal pyp tanto would not 
be decisive. 

That the Atomic Ihergy Act was not intended to repeal other 
pertinent statutory provisions Is set forth plainly in the last 
sentence of Section 10(b), the very subsection of the stattrte in- 
volved here. Section 10(b)(6) provides s 

This section shall not exclude the applicable 
provisions of any other laws, except that* no Govern- 
ment agency shall ta3ce any action under such other 
laws inconsistent with the provisions of this section.S/ 

The former counsel for the Senate ^clal Committee an Atonic Energy 

has stated that the phrase ’’•applicable provisions of any other laws*, 

while general, must be read as pointing particularly to the Espionage 

Act.” Newman, Control of Infomatio n Relating to 56 

Yale L* J, 769, 790. The history of the statute fully supports this 
view. 

S. 1717 as originally Introduced by Senator Md^on In the 79te 
Congress had a section entitled ’Dissemination of Information”, which 
contemplated that **basio scientific information” arid "related technical 


H/ The second clatise of Section 10(b)(6), providing that ”no Government 
agency shall take any action under such other laws inconsistent with the 
provisions of this section”, does not preclude prosecution under the 
Espionage Act in the case of atomic espionage. As the report of the 
Special Committee on Atonic Energy, S. Rep. 1211, 79th Cong., 2d 8ess., 
points out, the function of this clause is to prohibit any other agency 
"from placing information in a restricted category under the airthority of 
this or any other law once such infozmation has been released from the 
category by official action of the Atonic Energy Comsisslon* ” 
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information” would not be *Hd.thin the meaning of the Espionage Act” 
and would circulate freely* Presumably other atomic energy informa- 
tion would fall within the coverage of the Espionage Act* The Atomic 
Energy Commission would^ under this version^ "adopt by regulation 
administrative interpretations of the Espionage Act” with the express 
approval of the President* 8* 1717 was initially Introduced on 
December 20, 19U5« F<'ur successive Committee Prints of this bill 
prepared by the Senate Special Committee on Atomic Energy reflecting 
amendments under consideration maintained this scheme of control 
of atomic energy information within the framework of the Espionage 
Act* Committee Print No* $, dated April 11, 19U6, included as Section 
10, information control previsions substantially identical in this 
respect to Section 10 of the Atomic Energy Act as ultimately enacted, 

deleted reference to the Espionage Act as protecting atomic energy 
information and contained for the first time a concept of restricted 
data and special espionage provisions for the protection of restricted 
data* Section 10(a)(5) of this Committee Print contained the wholly 
new provision presently incorporated as Section 10(b)(6) set forth 
above* The fact that this new provision appeared in the bill simul- 
taneously with the deletion of the reference to protection of atomic 
energy Secrets under the Espionage Act and the creation of new espionage 
provisions applicable to restricted data must be interpsted as 
indicating Congressional intent that the Espionage Act remain applicable 
to atomic energy infemation* Senate Eeport No, 1211, 79th Congress, 
on S* 1717, discussing Section 10 of the Atomic Energy Act, indicates 
that this provision was drafted in an effort to reconcile the x*e<}uireizient 
for security control of information with the necessity for "sufficient 
freedom of interchange between scientists to assure the Nation of 
continued scientific progress." This statement in the Committee 
Report on which Justice Douglas bases his conclusion that one of the 
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purposes of tLe Atcwilc Energy was to ameliorate the penalties 
l*®oced for disclosing atomic secrets Is aaas^b&t clarified by 
Senator Mc^Sahon*8 statements during Senate debate on bill. 

On page 6o82 of the C<»gressional Record of toe 1, lSlk6, S^sator 
McMahon referred to the eeciirlty restraints written into Section 10 
of 8, 1717 and stated; 

This was one of the most difficult subjects 
with which we bad to deal^ because we realized 
that If we were to progress^ as we must progress 
In ttils sclencSj the maximum ™"^'*uEt of freedom 
had to b e alloved sclentist^ ^ At the san» 

It was i*poveclated that during the state 

of the world^s affairs It was absolutely necessary 
that we l2ig)08e sozae restrictive clauses. We 
discovered that the Espionage Act as It was 
written would not do^ so S, 1717 vas written so 
as to strengthen the provisions of the Esploxttge 
Act and thus cover the snhjeot, (Italics mgipUed) 

It iB apparent trca this that 3, 1717 wa* Intended to BteengOien 

toe Espionage Act provisions — e.g,, hy lagnslag toe deecto penalty 

In peace tine •• and not to repeal tbea. It is also COTwent toe 

Senate Comnittee me eoneemed not with toe problem, as lb-. Jnetlee 

Douglae suggesta, of aiselloraUng toe penalties for atomic espionage, 

but rather with providing scientists with "toe M pp mt gf 

freedmu" 
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Senior UeUalym inserted in the record of the Sraate <W)ate on 
1717 « prepared ststenent 8iiBsajd.£LDg the na^r provisions of the 
Atnie Gnergp' Aot« , In speaking of the inforna^on control provisions^ 
this ^tenant indicated that the problen of providing for "freedoa 
necessaiy for scientific research and develepment* eas i»t a problen 
of degree of penalty, but rather vas a problen of precisely nbat types 
of infoinatlon should be protected at aU for penal provislcns. Sen 
92 Cong* Bee* ^96* This view is also supported indirectly by tbs 
published Hearings on the atonic aiorgy bill. No question uas relsed 
by any of the scienUets as to the degree of penalty idiioh uas appro- 
priate for atoade espionage. The scientists did, however, object to 
"penalties vhich can be applied in arbitrary and unniimai ways** See 

testinony of Dr* Harold Oiey before Special Senate Connittee on Noveatoer 
29, 19U5* p. 103* . 

It is also apparent that one of the provisions of the new penal 
provisions of the Atonio ^tergy Act was to increase the penalties 
appUcable to espionage relating to restricted data rather than to 
•aaUorate the penalUes appUcable to r^trlcted data, since the 
penalUes for violaUon of the Atonic Energy Act provisions were 
generally considerably nore severe than the penalties which would apply 
to the sane acts if prosecution were under the Espionage Act, 
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This concXusion from the legialative hiatozy that there was no 
Intent to repeal the Eeplrnage Act le buttreeeed by the vell-eatablished 
prlnolple that repeals b7 inpHcatlcn are not favored and that ’hdien 
there are two acts upon the sane eubjeot^ the rule is to give effect 
to both if poasible#* United States v» Borden Co », 308 U«S« 1B8« 189| 

United States v, Gilliland, 31? U. 3, 86, 95-96^ . 

Plainly there la no Ineonaiatency, even pro tanto, between the 
two atatutea as here applied# 

Under the Atomic Energy Act the death sentence may be impoaed 
upon a recommendation of the Jury If there la a finding of Intent to ' 

Injure the United States# Thia applies in peace aa well aa in war# * 

Under the Espionage Act the death penalty nay be impoaed for espionage 
only in time of war# Thus an offense under the Espionage Act in time 
of war, irrespective of whether it refers to atonic energy or i»t, la 
punishable by death# Certainly it is entirely consist exit to impose 
the death penalty (1) for atomic espionage at any time if one eet of 
conditions la fulfilled and (2) for a conspiracy with respect to a 
coidbinatlcn of atomic and other espionage in wartime without fulfilling 
such ecnditiohs# 

In this case there has been a specific holding by the Court of 
Appeals that the conspiracy charged and proved was broader than one 
merely to commit atcsalc espionage# As the Court of Appeals said in 
ite original opinion In this case, 195 F# 2d 583, 601t 

# « here there was a single unified purpose: 
the ^ccmnon end* consisted of the transmission to 
the Soviet Union of any and all information re^ 
latlng to the national defense; «««#** , 

That holding was one of the major issues raised In the petition for ' 

certiorari on direct review in thia case# Since, therefore, it la . 

clear that a conspiracy during waxtime to commit espionage as to matters 

other than atomic energy could be governed only by the Espionage Aot, and 

eince it is also clear that this conspiracy did in fact cover matters other ‘ 

than atomic energy, prosecution and penalty uxxter the tenns of the Espionage 

Act were clearly Justified# 
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In any events none of the aetfl alleged and proved in thia ease 
wcmld have violated the Atcodo Ikiergy Act since the transactions relating 
to atomio energy occurred before the passage of that Act in 1946 and the 
subsequent events did not relate to atoodc energy. Thusj it is clear 
that uzider the facts of this case the indictment could be maintained 
only \inder the espionage statute. As noted in the opinion of Mr. Justice 
Douglas^ the conspiracy COTtmenced on or about June 6, 1944 * more than 
two years prior to the effective date of the Atomic Energy Act. All of 
the overt acts alleged in the indictment « and on the basis of iddch the 
juzy returned its verdict, occurred between June 1944 and January 1945* 

The trial testlmc^ concerning atomic energy infonnation idiieh was 
transmitted to the Soviet Union pursuant to the conspiracy was given by 
David Greenness, Ruth Green^ass and Harry Gold. All such infonnation 
was famished to the ccnspirators by David Greenglass. According to the 
testimony, the last infonnation relating to atomic energy which Greenness 
furnished to the Rosenbergs was given in September 1945 ** still almost a 
year prior to the effective date of the Atonic Energy Act. It is to be 
noted that Greenglass severed his connection with the Los Alan^s Atomic 
Bomb Project in February 1946, vhen he was discharged from the Army* 

Thus the trial record contains no evidence of atomic energy infonnation 
furnished to the conspirators subsequent to the effective date of the 
Atomic Chergy Act. 

The evidence sunmariaed in footnote 3, page 7 of the opinion of Mr. 
Justice Douglas as to acts occiurlng after 1946 relates solely to noa- 
atomic energy subjects. Indeed one of Sobell^s arguments in his 
petition for certiorari was that he was not connected with the atcmie 
energy phase of the conspiracy. 

Under these circumstances, it seems clear that the provisions of the 
At<»iic Energy Act would not be applicable to the facts of this. case. Not 
only we the conspiracy a general one dealing in any and Information 
relating to the national defense — and not restricted to atomic energy 
information — • but also the acts of transmission of atomic energy infozmaf* 
tion occurred prior to the passage of the Atomic Energy Act. 
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COlCWSlOB 

is IxiQ^Ftant In ths Interes'ts of 'the adioinlstratlon 
of erlQlnal Justice and in the national Interests that this case 
be brought to a final deten&lnation as expeditiously ss possible*-^* 
'^termination of guilt or Innocence as a result of a fair trial, and 
proo^t enforcement of sentences In the court of conrlctlon, axe 
dbjectlves of criminal law.'* United States ▼. Johnson , 327 U, S. 106, 
112. It has been more than two years since the date of defendants* 
convictions and sentencing. As pointed out above, their convictions 
were carefully reviewed and affirmed by the Court of Appeals and 
this Court decllt:ed to review Its Judgment. Meanwhile, the 
defendants have exhausted the privileges the law allows for re* 
examination of the validity of their convictions. Having Invoked 
those privileges and their own claims having been found to be without 
merit, we urge that It would not be in the Intexests of orderly 
processes of Justice that the point of law upon which Mr. Justice 
Douglas baaed his stay order wend its way through the District Court 
end then to the Court of Appeals and this Court before this case can 
be brought to a final conclusion. Ve believe that the 
public Interest in the proa^ and effective administration of criminal 
Justice requires that this Court hear and detezmlne the matter as 
expeditiously as possible. 

In requesting the Court to take this action, the Government 
Is fully mindful that human lives are at stake, and that in no 
circumstances should the extreme penalty of the lav be exacted 
until the fullest measure of Justice and due process of lav 
been afforded. The Government Is not asking that the Court act 
with unseemly haste to avoid postponement of a scheduled execution. 
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On the contrary, we are convlncea that the only conclusion which 

fair-minded persons could drav from -the history of this case is 

that, after a fair trial Ih which guilt was clearly es>id)ll8hed, 

and after successive appeals to this Court and the Court of Appeals— 

In which they had every opportunity to present every contention of 

law and fact to support their position— proved without avail, 

the defendants have now received the fullest measure of Justice 

and due process of lav. Further postponement would not servA 

the Interests of Justice, Respect for the orderly processes of 

law cannot help hut he Impaired hy a parade of repeated unmerltorious 

appeals, each new one presenting only an Insvibstantlal variation from 
Its predecessors. 


HERBERT BROVJMELL, JR, 
Attorney General 

ROBERT L, 6TERH, 
Acting Solicitor General 
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At 9s30 p»Bi* fecial Agent Leo Prutkln called me from . 
Lewlsbergf Pennsylvania# where he had proceeded from New York in 
accordance with Biureau Instructions to contact the Warden at 
Lewlsberg and to Interview David Greenglaas* prutkln said that 
the warden was out of town# hut he sx>oke to an associate warden# 


tha vardeh was out of town^but ha 8X>oka to an aaaoclata waraant i 
Hark Richmond. Richmond said that Greenglass is not being molester j | 
or ostracised# that while Greenglass is undoubtedly undergoing a ? 

severe mental strain he has not requested a transfer* Rlohmoro -I 

said that on July 11 he received specific Instructions from Prlson-^M | 
Director James Bennett to carefully safeguard Greenglass and Harry 
Gold: to screen any contacts with them and to take every precautloi^^ ^ 
for their safety* Bennett Instructed any Interviews of Greenglasa^^y^ a 
by persons other than the Resident Agent must be cleared first ^ 

with Bennett* Richmond was taking his Instructions very literally I ^ J 
and requested that an Interview by Prutkln first be clea^d by | 

Bennett* Richmond said that any successive Interviews with ^ 

GP66ngX&88 wouXd d. nglo bln ou'b foi? Et tout Ion snong t#lio Ixniftwoa and^ 
he wanted to point this out to Prutkln* Prutkln said he would sen^^ 
in a detail teletype and meanwhile would take no further action^ pi : 4 | 
He Is staying at the Hotel Lewlsberger at Lewlsberg* ^ 

OBSERVATIONS: - f 

■ • lu m 

would appear that prison authorities are taking very.* ^ ^ ^ 
careful precautions* Bennett has excepted the PBI from his banns o j m 
I oa Interviews bpt Richmond Is taking the Instructions to apply onJ^- * 
to the Resident Agent* Richmond doubts the wisdom of Interviews f 

with Greenglass* I think the main angle here Is to be sure that I 

Greenglass Is properly protected and we would not w^t to give o R j 
prison authorities an excuse by setting i®a aeries of Interviews w^hf « 
Greenglass against the Jud^nent of Richmond* s ^ I 



HBCOMMEllDATIOSat REC0RDED-2f 

It Is recommended that the Resident Agent who has visited^ 
Greenglass* from time to time drop In to see him Monday to be * 

that things are going well and theiroaftor visit him- further only If 
It appears necessary* It Is recommended lAiat Special Agent P^putk^n 

return to New York. I——* . X 


Ttb* It appears necesaar 
I'ctum to New York. 

Cc l<ir 


9Sr waa-a*, 

it Fyul 
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Most recent deuelopnents aret 


Im On 6**I<5M5dy by a five to four decision, the 
Urn Bhiprene Court denied application for a stay of 
execution and petition for rehearing^ The Court also 
denied motion for leave to file a petition for an original 


writ of habeas corpus* Thereafter defense counsel conferredl^'S 

uglas from 5tl5 PM to 6g30 PM* Douglas is 


with Justice Douglas 
to reconvene this conference at 10 gOO AM today, at which 
time the defense will bring in additional material to be 
presented to Douglas* 




It is noted that in connection with the denials 
above, Douglas dissented and favored granting a stay and 
hearing the case on the merits since he thought substantial 
questions were presented* 


I 


I 

X 




2* Newspaper reports reflect that Emanuel Bloch, \ 
Roaenbergs* attorney, will attempt to see as many indivi^iD^ 
Supreme Court Justices as possible in his efforts to geta 


stay* If he cannot, he will *'dewo»d“ from President Eisenhowe^ 
an open hearing on a clemency application* g 


3* A1 WFO source advises that Don Rothenberg of the 
National Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberq Case 
had talked with Bernard Burton of the **Daily Worker*" 
Rothenberg said they were calling for a mass demonstration 
in Washington on Thursday, June 16, 1953, with two 

To build the largest possible line in 
front of the White House* ‘ — - - ' 

JUN 16 1951 

To call on as many Congressmen as possible* 

He said that picketing in front of the White 
House on Thursday is a "must, " and that the 
picketing will continue up until the time of the 
execution of the Rosenbergs* 


e 


r<»; 





The Attorney General and the White House are being 
advised of the plans for demonstration on June 13, 1953, 
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SAC Hood of the WTO advised at Is 12 P,M, today that 
an Agent who ia present at the Court had been advised by 
newspapermen that Justice Vinson had said before he convened 
the Court that the Court was being convened with the approval 
of all Justices except Black* 


A CTIONt 


\ 


I 

i 
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For information. 
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ABAC Whelan called from New York at 1:10 P,U, today to 
advise that Warden Denno has advised that attorney Bloch took the 
two Rosenberg children to Sing Sing this morning and they had a 
pleasant visit with their parents, Bloch asked the Warden when th 
last hour of visiting would be on June 18, and the Warden told him 
P,U, Bloch asked if he could witness the execution and the 7^ 
n Warden told him no, Bloch told the Rosenbergs there is not muoh^'y^ 
•hope left. Both Rosenbergs signed a petition addressed to the 
President for clemency, ^ 





Whelan said that Warden Denno would like to enlist our 
id in a matter, Denno said that the deathhouse backs up on the 
fudson River, He would like to have the Coast Guard put o picket 
oat on the River on the night of June 18, to stop any demonstrations, 
yaking pictures, etc, Denno has asked the Coast Guard to do this, 
jThey have not replied as yet but said they had never had such a 
Ijreguest before, Denno told them he hasn^t had such a case as this 
ilbefore, Whelan thought we should cooperate with Denno on this, 

RECOmfENDA TION : 

/ 

Our part in this matter has been restricted to arrange- fLV j 
ments to conduct an interview with the Rosenbergs if required to do 
so. We have no part in the security arrangements or the execution 
itself. Nevertheless , I suggest that Whelan contact the Coast Guard 
Un New York and advise them that he understands Warden Denno has 
fmade this request, and ask what ihe Coast Guardis decision is. If 
the Coast Guard asks us, Whelan can tell them that we see no 
objection to complying with Denno* s request on an unostentatious 
basis without publicity, I recommend this because Denno has been 
very cooperative and apparently feels the need for this assistance. 


AHB:mer 

P , 
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Juno 19* 1951 


MEMORANDUM FOR MH. TOLSON 

MR. L/iDO 
^ m. NICHOLS 

3^1 'US Rc s^e, N h&r G 

WhUc talking to Asclst&n: Attorney General 
Warren Oiney today, he told mo that Director of Prisoaa Bennett 
was in hie ofLce and wished to talk tc me. Mr. Bennett told me 
that wh'::n he talked to the Warden at Sing Sing this morning, the 
Warden said that the executioner had taken the day off and gone off 
and ths Warden was not going to bo able to get in touch with the 
cxe cut- oner until 5:30, which Mr. Bennett stated was too late for 
this n’jaii. r. Mr. B mieu stat ’d he sugg-’istid to the Warden tliat 
p:t’h3ps could talk is on^ of ihii FBI men up there and they could 
go sut and gri the .'-.xicut loner. 


ToIsoq 

Ladd... 


Nichols 

Beloont 

Clegg 

Glsvto 

Hirbo 

Rosen 

Trscy 

Geaitjr..^ 

Mohr — 

Vioterrovd 
Tele. Room 

Kollomao 

Si roo 

?Jis8 Gs>u2y . 


I told Mr. Beitnet: that the last w^ord 1 had. which 
was but a few minutes ago, was that they had just sent out State 
Troopers to try to find the exccut.'cner but X would check again and 
tell oux men to bo availablo if th- Warden wants any assistance frem 
us. 


Very truly yours. 


Ji^K:mpd 


06 JUN251953 




/' £ ij 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSOIC 

MR. LADO 
MR. BELMONT 

/v o^-- * i -. lO MR. NICHOLS 



1 called Um Attoraejr General at the WSIta Hoaaa. Ha 
coerimcnted that I had probably gotten arord that Um Supreme Court 
had adjourned after turulag down applica ttoa for a atay of^e xaeattoa""^ 
and a motion for reargomeat la the Roacnberg v^aae. ihe Attorney 
General stated the President ta now jost abnat to, issue hia aUtemeat 
denying clemency and as soon as that is oe the wire 1 should advise 
our Agents at Sing Sing of the procedure which le to he followed. 

He stated the United States Marshal ahoeld fix the time of execution 
for totii;^ht any time after 7:15 P. M. aa4 before sundown and the 
U. S. .viarshal is authorUed to rr ake a public statement, which is 
the castom at Sing f>tag. 1 inquired a> to whether the U. S. Marshal 
had yet been aotiiied and the Attorne/ General stated he had not been 
but he had instructed Mr. Beanctt, the Director of the Bureau of 
Pris ana, to notify him. 


6 / 

/ 


Yiirf truly yours, 

J. £■ 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


cc*Mr. Holtoxr.aa 


Tolaoo ^ 

Ledd 

Nichols . 
Belmont 
Clegg 


J£K:EM 


Glsvin 

Harbo 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Gearty 

Mohr 

•inierro 
Tele. Room 
Holloman 

Sizoo 

Mi&s Gandy .. 


6 JUN 25 1953 
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^ HOUSE. PICKET^. ARE ‘ffi ADDITI(i(SlS3;TINGr..C9NS^ 

BURTON INQUIRED AS TO WHETHER THERE HAS BEEN ‘ANt^'m^RABLE 

. ♦ ♦ ^ 

RESPONSE IN THIS RESPECT AND ROTHENBERG ADVISED-^ TRj^T IN - 

I THE PAST Six MONTHS THEY HAVE ABOUT 75 MEMBERS OF' CONGRESS 


- — d W 




♦■ * 'V- 


WHO HAVE INDICATED SUPPORT OF ONE KIND' OR ANOTHER AND T^Af 
THEY ARE NOW AT TOE POINT WHERE THEY THiNk THE^^^^ 


THROUGH” WITH A PUBLIC STATEMENT FROM S(»IE OF THEM BUT DOSNOT 






WISH TO DO SO .aTtt.JCHBt..fia(J5El.AJia MN OR MO RE "SO THEI , 


*i *-5 


CAN HAVE COI4PANI" AND THAT THEY "HAVE ONE GUY WHO HAS ALREADY 
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^AID HE CAN BE 




.DUQT3B0 BUT WE HAIHSN*! QUOTC0^ WE; : 


radio over WQL Ttw^il 


X TO BE A TAPE RECORDING FIVE MINUTES DURATi<»J OF® A STATEMEN'’ 

^ JUN 23 )S5S . ' ■ 

/ PROFESSOR 'URIE ) , -^HEY HOPE TO INpUDE 

- ,V«^., M( 100-25474 Q> 5 & , 
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(1) WFO 100-421-R 
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JULIUS BOSENBSBU, ST AL 
SSFI0NA7S • a 
FBI File 65^68239 



In/ormtion Jtas been GOi\/tdent tally received 
that Don Rothenberg^ national functionary of the National 
Connittee to Secure Justice in the Boeenberg Caecp hae 
atated that individuals on the White Houae picket line 
are in addition visiting Congressrnenm Me claimed that 
in the past six months they have visited about seventy^ 
five Congressmen who have indicated support of one kind 
or another^ and they are now at the point where they can 
**break through** with a public statement from some of them, 
but do not wish to do so until they can get a doaen or 
more "so they can have company^** tie also stated that **they 
have one guy who has already said he can be quoted but 
me haven*t quoted him because we want to surround him with 
some store*" 

connection with this action, information has 
been confidentially received that the Na^tional Committee 
to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case is having people 
in the Baltimore area call Samuel Nm Friedel, Congressman, 
Seventh District of Maryland, and request him to contact 
Fresident Eisenhower and your office to urge clemency for 
the Rosenbergsm Congressman Friedel advised by letter of 
June 12, 1953, that an R» Silk, 344 East 149th Street, 
New York City, had visited his office on June 11, 1953, to 
urge that he intercede on behalf of the Bosenbergs^ The 
Congressman was not able to see Silk who informed his 
secretary that Congressman Friedel would be contacted again 
next week. 


t 

I 

i 


Silk is believed to be identical with Robert 
Noward Silk,' who was. born DecemUeii 83^ ^■198S,:;)at^etroit, 
Michigan, . Silk is an attorney in New Fork City,, and he 
was a member of the Young Communist! League^: Communist 
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SECUH ITT IHTORUATIOU-C OHFIDEETIAL 


forty, mttrnational Workers Order^ Toung frogrsssivss 
of America, and the American Youth for Demoeraoy^ (ioo~342467) 

The foregoing is for your information^ 


CO • 1 • Assistant Attorney General 
Warren Olney III 
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DASH R.;, JT^E, ^IRVING 'R'^ NAUFMAN, ^ 

TRIAL, leaving WASHraGTON,'" Pi^^^ TEN^^I^^rA.M, b*S.T.^ 
June; ^E v^, next^^^ight ¥6*^;^ THiR^i n^iA;";^& 


AlRLIN^ FOR NTfC. MRS^V kAFFMAN LEAyiNS WASHiNGTONi D,: 'c; ,' • 
ELEVEN FIFTEEN A.M. D.S.T* JUNE FLEVEN',:VNEXT,LpLIGHT^ 

NO. FIVE SEVENTYEIGHT FOR NYC, SAME AIRLINES. NYC MAKE 
ARRANGEMENTS TO HAVE BUREAU CAR MEET INSTANT FLIGHTS. 
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suhUt the ifetur t« the c.wt. alnca ihraiSttiL^^ ^ 

Jjri****^ i*'***® ®*V Poaal£uil^^h!i iht cliJt ^ki 

iir^jaMd by «f>potliig eounsal vara tba pari ttoiy > 

egad alatUtananto by th« Craeqelaaat abaai th* dOMoj^Ubla. 
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Ih that other eoftvlote had callLi ' 
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dloatad that they Mere ao eoneemod with the slaty that ha 
thought that be and Z ahould fly to Lewlaburg on Sunday to 
imreatlgato it* 1 then told hin that i oxpoeted to bava ao-- 

oueato InfomatlMi latar la the day. w *»aTo *0 




Hobart L. BUtm, 
Acting Solicitor Cenaral. 
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/FARMER) 

» Ap gi*T%?L^5I?KZi°?o^'’?HREE 

S™^nNAt!rpRO«D'’sulcKiruL*'' arguments 

1 TENN,. WAS JUBILANT OVER THE OUTCOME OF HIS i 

’«*A PUBLIC service"" ™ SAlOlTHOUT EEE AND SOLELY / 

attaJStS® DANIEL Gj 4 lARSHALL. A LOS ANGELES ,, 

l5TERKTfD*lH®TKE'-R0iENBE®SfATEt" 

federal judge irving r, kaufman— the judge 

SsSSCL^ijNFSSoEls^XNi'lSf^^LgSRlIS «°SENBERGS-CALLED FARMER AND 

KAugANjAY^HAVE'cALtED^S^INTRK ANDlNTERLSpERst’'BUT*lE'cAMESN 

IT WAS FARMER WHO THOUGHT OF INVOKING THE ATOMIC ENERGY ACT OF 
1946 TO SUPPORT ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE DEATH PENALTY IMPOSED BY 
KAUFMAN UNDER AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT LAW. 

T«u<”LliiLS 5 .Nf^D TRYING "FOR THE PAST THREE MONTHS" TO GET S, 

THl ROSENBERG LAWYERS TO RAISEA>TXE SAME ISSUE "BUT THEY DECLINED." 3 

I!:^oortlT^S!SI®o 5 ?^$! 2 ^^ HT' BLOC fu'/THE CHIEF ROSENBERG ATTORNEY, TO 3 

?VI REFUSED TO DO THAT. FARMEI? SAID. 

UHAT^ur^OM^TlroJS^'A^.mlluI^of "^ 2 ^ GRAY-HAIRED TENNESSEAN HAS WORKED FOR^ 

WORTHY CAUSE. HE GAVE UP A PROSPEROUS LAW 5 

NASHVILLE^SINCE^ 1924 ^^”^^^^*^ WORLD GOVERNMENT. HE HAD PRACTICED IN | 

uAD^S ”il A SMALL* BUTTON BEARING THE WORDS "STOP I 

rrnroAi NASHVILLE CHALLENGING THE RIGHT OF THE g 

roST?Snc®SXA?”i 3 fS^i,I 2 for military purposes, he | 

CONTENDS THAT WAR HAS BEEN INTERNATIONALLY OUTLAWED. 9 

6 / 17 — AW 122 IP / 
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JULIUS ROSENBERG, ETAL ESP - R C 

" — motion for new trial under L... 

THIRTVmEE AND FOR VACATING AND SETTING ASIDE SENTENCES OF DEATH UNDE* 
SECTION TWO TWO FIVE FIVE WAS HEARD TODAY BV JUDGE IRVING R. KAUFMAN^ 
mFESSOR N A LCO U;, SHARP, , UNIV. OF CHI iaa?. ADVISED THE COURT THAT HE 
WAS recently retained as COUNSEL AND WOULD ARGUE THE NEW EVIDENCE 
CONSISTING OF THE CONSOLE TABLE. HE SPOlfc FOR ONE HOUR AND MOST OF 
the time he was MAHING STATEMENTS JUSTIFYING WHY HE ENGAGED IN 

retention as counsel and kept asking him to COME TO THE POINTS 

that he CARED TO MAKE. HE ATTEMPTED IN AN OBSCURE WAY TO EVALUATE 
'the TESTIMONY AT THE TRAIL AND BROKE IT INTO THREE CATEGORIES 
PLACING DAVID AND RUTH GREENGLASS IN A PRIMARY POSITION, MA^ 

ELITCHER and EVELYN COX AND THE PASSPORT PHOTOGRAPHER IN ANOTHER 
and the testimony of ELIXABETH BENTLEY AND IDEALOGICAL BELIEFS IN 
the third, AND URGED THAT A HEARING BE HAD. EMANUEL BLOCH THEN ARGUED 
again about the console table AND THE STATEMENTS OF RUTH AND DAVID,. / 
GREENGLASS USING THE LATTER TO PROVE THAT DAVID WAS QUOTE, A CONGENITAl! 
liar, UNQUOTE. HE STATED THAT EVEN JUDGE KAUFMAN HAD BEEN MORE 

than ANpNE ELSE. BLOCH STATED 


I 
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hoodwinked by DAVID GREENGLASS 


E CO 



10 IS " ABOUT, 







ly 
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FND OF PAGE ONE 


PAGE TWO 

jTHAT THE AFFIDAVIT OF BERNARD GREENGLASS CONCERNING THE THEFT OF 
THE URANIUM WAS EVIDENCE THAT A CRASS DEAL HAD BEEN MADE BETWEEN 

THE GOVT. AND THE GREENGLASSES AND THEIR ATTORNIES, FOR THEIR 
TESTIMONY. HE POINTED OUT THAT THE TESTIMONY AT THE TRAIL CONCERNING 

THE JELLO BOX, HAD TERRIFIC IMPACT WHEREAS IN HIS PRETRAIL STATEMENTS 

DAVID GREENGLASS REFERRED TO A CUT CARDBOARD AND DID NOT MENTION THE 

JELLO BOX OR JULIUS ROSENBERG, HE REFERRED TO THE FACT THAT RUTH HAD 

TESTIFIED THAT SHE HAD TOLD HER COMPLETE STORY BY MID JULY, FIFTY, 

AND THAT IF THIS WAS SO WHY HAD NOT THE CONSOLE TABLE BEEN BROUGHT 

FORTH BY THE GOVT, JUDGE KAUFMAN THEN STATED WOULDN-T PERSONS ENGAGED 

IN ESPIONAGE HAVE REMOVED ALL INCRIMINATING EVIDENCE IN THEIR POSSESSION 

BEFORE THEIR ARREST, BLOCH KEPT REPEATING THAT A QUOTE, DIRTY DEAL 

UNQUOTE, HAD BEEN MADE AND A LOT OF DIfiY WATER HAD GONE UNDER THE 

J BRIDGE. BUT JUDGE KAUFMAN REMINDED HIM THAT BLOCH IN SCATHING 

j CROSS EXAMINATION HAD BROUGHj OUT ALL THE FACTS CONCERNING THE 

BACKGROUND OF DAVID AND RUTH GREENGLASS, WHEN BLOCH AGAIN STATED 

THERE HAD BEEN A DEAL, JUDGE KAUFMAN REMINDED HIM THE THE GOVT, 

HAD RECOMMENDED FIFTEEN YEARS FOR DAVID AND THAT WAS THE SENTENCE 

METED OUT AND DID NOT HIS COUNSEL ROGGE COMPLAIN THAT THIS WAS TOO 

SEVERE AND IF THERE HAD BEEN A DEAL WHY DID NOT ROGGE STAND UP. AND SAY 

THERE HAD BEEN A DEAL TO TREAT LENIENTLY WITH DAVID. BLOCH THEN ASKED 
JFOR A HEARING AT WHICH WITNESSES WOULD BE PRODUCED AND QUESTIONED 


END OF PAGE TWO 
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/to the HEAMNfsO THaTthEY COUlTre "exai*"” ««NCLASS 

the judge to const nrp t ^AI MINED, HE ASKED 

:.~,r 

™ »., » ™ „ rji: “rrr ■“ 

administration of justice T«r “ ““ A«E*ICAN 

InrCHTY PROUD OF THE AMERIc'.N 

ItHE PRSSFNT CA“s^^V?N^\\'rTH\“”^R^™ 

-stated that no hearing has necessary 

PAPERS ARP r„c, NKESSARY SINCE ON THEIR face THE 

section tho tho fiuTfTveTrT" 

-- - PFo:ATi:;:::;rY:urr* ^ - 

tT SINCE IT WAS IN THE Pncc SHOULD HAVE PRODUCEB 

WAS IN THE POSSESSION OF THE ROSENBERG FAMILY SINCE A„c 

PTFTY. LOMBARD THEN REFERRED TO THE THEFT or tu ' 

RUTH GREENGLASS FROM ROGGE-S OFFICE BIO STATEMENTS OF DAVID 

MS CHARGING HIM WITH LARCENY AMO «KED LOMBARD IF HE 

that somebody had committed LARCENrANr*^^'^*' 
that he hoped that he would look into ?he siTUAnr" 

that he wanted to make it CLFAB to * ® 

the statements only after 1 bar 
ethics had stated it was peLisI 

WOULD STOOP TO THESE TACT! « ^ STATED THAT ANYONE WHO 

VVP TO THESE TACTICS PAREN OF STEALING 

correction line u last wd is -and. statements. PAREN, 


END OF PAGE THREE 




AGE FOUR 

/ 


might stoop to OThtp TAr-TTr-o 

,„„rr tactics, after APPROX. A FIFTEEN MINUTE RECESS 

™T onTI" """ «™ 

the liN '' ''«■> «« 

THIS AFTERNOOr"* ARGUMENT 

HIS AFTERNOON. DELAYING HIS DECISION MIGHT GIVE RESULT IN A BETTER 

TORM OF OPINION. nmVER. he WAS PREPARED TO RULE NOV. CONCERNING 

allegations UNDER SljTlON TWO TWO FIVE FIVE, HE STATED THAT THE 

sZd ZrZr^r 

SOVT. WITNESS had rf '"' ^0 “0 RELIEF. THAT NOT ONE 

D RECANTED AND THAT NO MATERIAL ISSUE OF FACT WAS 

tIHe"" ^ hearing:t::ated 

SHALL dM ^-'^TRS and 

A - — OUT 

AF DAVIT? 

ATTIDAVITS. he noted that THE AFFIDAVITS CONCERNING THE TABLE WITH 
«MRS. COX, THE MAID, HAD TESTIFIED THAT tt uao a 

•'PAM A E.I.T ^ belated WEDDING GIFT 

i'ROM a friend according to ETHEL PO<;rwDrDFM 

DENIED IT W.C . MSENBERG. JULIUS ROSENBERG HAD 

THIS nor ‘ purchased FROM MACY-S 

THIS DOES NOT RESOLVE THE roMri 

IS NOT IMPORTANT. IT WAS HOW IT wls USM^^Nm 

AT THE TP,.. „„ receipts were PRODUCED 

trial or here and the existence of A TABLE SOLD BY MACY-S DOES 

not establish perjury was COMMfTTrn - ““ ® 

THIS tap. rp ’"'S COMMITTED. THE ROSENBERG FAMILY STATE 

HIS TABLE WAS THE SAME AS THE ONE THEY HAD SEEN .T tup 
OEFEnoENTS TESTIFIED AT tup tp APARTMENT. THE 

RIAL THAT IT WAS INEXPENSIVE THEREFORE, 


END Pa cr ri*oiir> ) 








PAGE FIVE 


ONE MUST LOOK LIKE ANOTHER AS THEY WERE PROBABLY .MASS PRODUCED. THE 

LAW IS CLEAR THAT RELIEF UNDER THIS SECTION REQUIRES THE KNOWING USE 

OF PERJURED TESTIMONY BY THE GOVT. IF THE COURT ACCEPTS THE DEFENDENT- 

AFFIDAVITS AND THEIR CONCLUSIONS AS WELL, THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF 

GOVT. PERJURY. THE DEFENSE ATTEMPTED TO IMPUTE GOVT. PERJURY BY A 

SERIES OF CONJECTURES. IT IS INCONGRUOUS TO SAY THAT THE GOVT. SHOULD 

HAVE PRODUCED THE TABLE WHEN IT IS SHOWN BY THE DEFENDENT-S OWN 

affidavits that it was in POSSESSION OF THE ROSENBERG FAMILY. HE 

POINTED OUT THAT LEON SUMMIT OF THE NATIONAL GUARDIAN HAD NO TROUBLE 

IN FINDING THE TABLE. HE THEN POINTED OUT THAT THE INFO CONCERNING 

the table came in response to QUESTIONS CONCERNING GIFTS TO JULIUS 

FROM THE RUSSIANS AND TESTIMONY CONCERNING THE TABLE OCCUPIED AN 

|InB^ITESMAL part OF THE TIME OF THE TRIAL. HE STATED THERE WAS 

NO BASIS FOR THE CHARGE OF PERJURED TESTIMONY. HE POINTED OUT THAT 

ALL THAT WAS NECESSA.RY TO LOCATE THE TABLE WAS FOR SUMMIT TO ASK ETHEL 

GOLDBERG WHERE IT WAS. HE FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT THE FACTS 

CONCERNING THE TABLE HAD BEEN TESTIFIED TO BY DAVID AND RUTH GREENGLASS 

IN EARLY MARCH, FITYONE AND AGAIN BY JULIUS AND ETHEL ROSENBERG. 

HE STATED THAT SINCE THE ROSENBERG FAMILY IS AVAILABLE NOW, TH/VT 

they certainly were available to testify at the trial that THEY 

had SEEN THE TABLE IN THE ROSENBERG HOME. HE STATED THAT THE DEPENDENTS 
FND PAGE FIVE 
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PAGE SIX 



URGED THAT THE THEFT OF URANIUM SHOWED THAT DAVID HAS INVOLVED 
I IN INDEPENDENT ESPIONAGE. THE JUDGE QUESTIONED WHY THROW THE URANIUM 
I IN THE RIVER AND ASKED HOW THE THEFT OF THE URANIUM TENDS TO 
/ IMPLICATE INNOCENT MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY. HE STATED THAT IT WAS 
I FAIR TO CHARACTERIZE THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE DEFENDENTS AS UNSUPPORTED 
I and incredible, the judge then referred to the STATEMENTS STOLEN 

FROM ROGGE-S OFFICE AND THE FACT THAT THE DEFENDENTS SOUGHT TO ATTACK 
THE CREDIBILITY OF THE GREENGLASSES BY THE STATEMENTS. HE STATED IT 
^ WAS CLEAR THAT THE STATEMENTS REFER TO GENERAL INFO SUPPLIED TO 
i ROGGE-S FIRM CONCERNING DAVID-S STATEMENTS MADE TO THE FBI. HE 
POINTED OUT THAT DURING HIS CROSS-EXAMINATION, DAVID TESTIFIED 
THAT HE HAD GIVEN SIX OR SEVEN STATEMENTS AND HAD NOT REMEMBERED 
ALL OF THE DETAILS OF HIS ACTIONS IN HIS FIRST INTERVIEW. HE POINTED 
OUT THAT HIS TESTIMONY HAD BEEN CORROBORATED BY RUTH, HARRY GOLD 
AND OTHERS. HE THEN REFERRED TO THE CHARGE OF A DEAL AND STATED 
THAT RUTH-S STATEMENT MUST BE READ IN THE LIGHT THAT DAVID WAS UNDER 
INDICTMENT IN NEW MEXICO. IT WAS NOT KNOWN IF THE GOVT. WOULD INDICT 
HIM IN NY. ME STATED THAT THE FEEBLENESS OF THE PRESENT CONTENTIONS 
BECOMES ALL TOO CLEAR. HE STATED THAT HE DID NOT ACCEPT THE CHARGES 
• OF PERJURY KNOWINGLY USED BY THE GOVT. AND THEN DENIED THE APPEAL 
UNDER SECTION TWO TWO FIVE FIVE. HE THEN TOOK UP THE MOTION FOR A 
NEW TRIAL ON THE GROUNDS OF NEWLY DISCOVERED EVIDENCE AND LISTED 
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PAGE SEVEN 


THE FIVE POINTS AS SET FORTH IN THE ON LEE CASE, NAMELY, THAT THE 
EVIDENCE IS- ONE, NEWLY DISCOVERED, TWO, DILIGENCE OF DEFENDENTS, 

THREE EVIDENCE NOT CUMLATIVE OR IMPEACHING, FOUR, -EVIDENCE IS MATERIAL 
AND FIVE, OF SUCH A NATURE THAT ON A NEW TRIAL THE NEWLY DISCOVERED 
EVIDENCE WOULD PROBABLY PRODUCE AN ACQUITTAL, HE NOTED THAT NOT 
ONE GOVT, WITNESS HAS RECANTED, H E STATED T HAT THE GUILT OF THE 
P ENDENTS WAS ESTABLISHED OVERWHELMINGLY AND THAT THE P RESENT~ALLEGED 
EVIDENCE DOES NOT IN ANY WAY DIMINISH THE STRENTH OF T HE GOVT-S CASE. 
HE THEN DENIED THE MOTION FOR A NEW T RIAL AND IT WAS SO ORDERED. 

BLOCK ASKED FOR A STAY ON THE GROUNDS THAT SERIOUS QUESTIONS OF 
LAW WERE RAISED, USA OPPOSED THE STAY AND JUDGE KAUFMAN DENIED T HE 
l^TAY^^J^E JUDGE THEN DENIED THE CONCURRENT MOTION OF MORTON SOBELL. 

BOARDMAN 

END 

NY R 9 WA DP CC: MR. BELMONT ^ 

’^AifP oupginyicoft — ■■ 

Tit DOM. INTEU DIVISION 





o 



J 


p* ' 


^4 


C 


k 




f 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF lffV£ST!GATIurt 

0. S. OERARTMENT OF iUSTtCE 

GOMMUNICATiONS SECriO.1 


fi 

E:"' 

tc' 

>-. 

u 


Mr. Tolson — 
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FROM NEV YORK 10 


10 4-50 PM 


URGENT 


DIRECTOR 

JULIUS ROSENBERG, ETAL, ESP R. REFERENCE IS MADE TO NY TELS 


ADVISING THAT PROF. MALCOM SHARP WAS RETAINED AS CO-COUNSEL TO 


ASSIST EMANUEL H. BLOCH "iFTPRESENTlNG TO BOTH JUDGE IRVING R« 


KAUFMAN AND THE COURT OF APPEALS THE MOTIONS FOR A NEW TRIAL. , THE 
BUREAU IS ADVISED THAT THIS INDIVIDUAL IS IDENTICAL WITH MALCOLM 


PITMAN SHARP, SUBJ OF A SECURITY MATTER DASH C CAiarX CASE IN WHICH 
CHICAGO IS OFFICE OF ORIGIN, BUFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH THREE EIGHT 2ER< 
FOUR TWO ONE, NY FILE ONE HUNDRED DASH ONE ZERO FIVE TWO FOUR ONE. 


/bUREAU-S ATTENTION IS DIRECTED TO THE REPORT OF SA JAMES J« DALY 


I 


I 


I 


DATED DEC TWENTYEI6HT, FIFTYONE AT CHICAGO IN WHICH IS RELATED THE 
BACKGROUND OF SHARP AND IN WHICH HE HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS A MEMBER 


z 


OF THE CP AND NUWDEffiB W NUMEROUS FRONT ORGANIZATIONS. FOR INFO. ^ 

boardmai»EC0R0E0^6 ' 
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JULIUS ROSENBERG, ET AL 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(BuFile 6S<^dR36) 


vmmD 



DATBt June 16, 1953 



By teletype dated 6—l0’*53, the New TorJt Office 
advised that Malcolm Sharp, who has been retained aa a 
oooounael to aaaiat Emanuel H* Bloch in presenting motions 
for a new trial, is identical with Malcolm Pittman Sharp, 

Biftle^liOoiseoUll subject of an SM~.C investigation. 


Malcolm Pittman Sharp, 5638 South Kenwood, Chicago, 
Illinois, was born llm20**1897, at Madison, Wisconsin* He 
was educated at Amherst College, University of Wisconsin, and 
Harvard University Law School* He married Dorothy Reed Furbish 
on 6»»4>»24 and is the father of two children* He was engaged in 
the private practice of law from 1923 to 1925^ He taught at the 
University of Iowa and the University of Wisconsin Law Schools 
xff'om 1927 to 2S5S* He has been a. professor in the University of 
](7Aioa^9 Law School since lOo-lSS* 


Louis Budena, former editor of the **Daily Worker, ** 
stated that he heard Sharp referred to reputedly as a Communist 
mainly by officials of the Communist Party in Illinois* Budena 
described Sharp as a concealed Communist Party member* Sharp 
was formerly faculty advisor to the University of Chicago Chapter 
of the Communist Club, American Youth for Democracy, and Labor 
Youth League* Sharp is an active member and past president of 
:the Chicago Chapter of the National Lawyers ^ Gu il d* Sharp is 
also a member of numerous Commun^siTI^ir^irfronY^’^UTbaniaationa* 
Sharp investigaz\on was closed 4*^0'»52* He is on Security Index^ 

ACTION 


For your information* 
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. I thought gm mould ht iutorootod iu huomiug 
thm buohground uu ro/lootod fa oum /Horn of oarioum 
attoruogo die huvo appmurod fa thiu ouoom At you urm 
amaro, Mulooim /• 3hurp oud Johu /• rtuortm hapo boom 
acting as oooounool uith Suauuol M» Blooh fa thiu oauum 
Mooontly ryhu Taruor and Daniol dm MmrohalX huoo appoarud 
fa thiu oauu au "numt ftiondu* indopondontly of Bloohm 





Mulooim Pittmum Mrp, 5939 South lonmod, 

Chiuugu, lUinoiu, muu borm Sopomhor 99, 199f, ut MudH^iMfC.*S 
Wiuoonuin, and gruduutod from Marvurd Wuiporoitg lam School, 

Su huu boom a profouuor of lum ut thu Vuiporuity of Chiuugu 
lum Suhool oinuu 1999, Am informuwt of hmomn roliubilttg j 

adPiood that hu huurd Sharp rufurrud to uu a Coamumiut by | 

offioiulu of thu Comauniut Party fa Illinotu, Thu informant M 
further douuribod Sharp uu a eonuoalod Comauniut Party mombor, f 
Sharp iu aa autipu mombor and pout prooidont of thu Chiuugu | 
Chapter of thu Sationul Lawyuru^ duild. Mu wau fuuulty ^ 

adpiuor to thu onipuruity of Chiuugu Chaptur of thu Communiut i 
Club, Auurieun Touth for Pomouruuy, and thu Imbur fouth | 

Luaguu, and iu himuolf a mumhor of numurouu Communiut Party ! 

front organiuutionu, (ioo>-3aOd2i) H 
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juhm F, Fimurty *a 1999 muu thu Wutiunml PruuidouM 
of thu Amorioam Auuouiutiom fur Mouogmitioa of thu Zriuh 
Mopmbliu, Zm 199F, hu muu a mombor of thu Mationml Citiuomu 
Cemmittuu for Ctuil Mightu fa thu Amtomotiuu Imdnutry, and 
hu huu boom uuttpu fa dl« Amuriumu Cipil Lihurtiuu ynium. 

Mu muu uounoul fur tM eeaBfaefea out up by thu Auuriuua 
Committuu for Mofm^uu of Loom Trotuhy «• imuoutigatu thu 
trial of Trotuhy ta uhoumtia ^faf thujumomu Muuuiaa purgu 
trimlu of la^aat^ 1999, ta HhUary, 1999, thu gommiuuium 
found Trotuhy to hu mot guilty, Ftmurty aluu uppuurud am, 
oeaaaai during «Aa uppoulu of thu Sauuumfunuutti and Tom 
Moomuy uuuuu, rhu__^i.onaf^^^ium. Mum Furh muuhly 
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DATB: June i7, 295. 
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Tr*c7 

Geftity — 

Mohr 

Viatetrovi 
Tele. Roe 
Hollom. 

Sixoe 

MtM Omi 


P«»*# June 17, J called Aaeietant AHomey 
General Warren Olney to asE that we be advised immediately ^ 

0 / any analyaie by the Department of the decision of Justice 
prantiny a stay of execution to the Roaenberga^ J 

** ®«« necessary that we know of developments 

in order that we could govern our activities accordingly^ 


A A. A ^ at ISgSS p.»* to advise 

tnat Acting Solicitor General S^em and lir* Erdahl of the 

Department had gone directly to the Attorney General with this 
matter as soon as Justice Douglas gave his decision. As a 
result, the Department is preparing a petition now, which they 
hope to Pr^^ent to Chief Justice Vinson this afternoon, re- ^ 
guesting that the entire Supreme Court be convened at once 
*0 pass on this matter and vacate the stay of execution. 


ACTIONS 


For your information. 


ARBgLt 
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UNITED Sl..fES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


niOM 


SOBJBCT: 


y 


J/i2. i?. LADD 


UR* A* E* 

o ^ 

JULIUS ROSEN^BG, ET AL 
ESPIONAGE JIr 



datbj June II, 2953 


Toltoc 



Aa INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 
DATE 

I 

o 

A)rs Ju-Z/as Rt>se.N 



CI«W- 

Gtairia 

Herbo. 
Rose*. 
Tr»cf - 
Geercy 
Uokt^ 


J}& r Gr 


4 ^ m. Following the conference of the Director Sn^nini 

Agents Ihomas UcAndreioa and John A* Harrington of New York and 

detailed plana for thia and will aubtnit the detailed plana to the 

to^Sin/sinn^nl^+h^* ^9® ^ts c-4nd rewa and Harrington are going up 
to Sing Sing on the morning of June 12 to again look over the ^ ^ 

eurround^nya and fll have the plana in the^mail bl\^"evening of 

to brief him aid ul* ^uenta had been inatructed^ 

oLiJ* in ihd. Agenta who would 

aaaiat in the interviewa, namely, Agenta Minihan and CoroTran. 

\been inatrurtPd°HJl''nr^l'^''ft'^'' that UcAndrewa and Harrington had 

a/ter this was all over, either UcAndrewa 

b«nf?SilS®od"ise°Mm Irving Kaufnan and orally and 

%uilt of^thelntenh^ information we have indicating the 

attach or pr?r?«rr“V?» 7 S'‘Sj 

''tZvZVltVozVcaJ^^^^^ ooor/.tAor 

":w:£a:“ 


^otenrovd 
Tele. Rooi 
HolloMie. 
Siioe.^— 

MinGaa^i 


AHStmer 








} i \ ^ ^ 





from tine to time and request the Warden to advise him immediat^T r. 
if there are any threats or disturbances involving Greenalass ^ 
In order that we will know the situation at Lewisburg Peniteniiarv 
I instructed that Fruthin should advise the Bureau t^eleohonVlVru,^* 
following each contact as to the situation, Frttkin is^to 

that FrutkifuloJing ^»*ladelphia Offioe 
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V^ce Mjeimtandmn 




UNITED SfAi’ES GOVERNMENT 






TO I Director 


DATBt June 16, 1953 


FROM t D» If* Ladd 

O 

SUBJECT: JULIUS noSENBSBS, et al 
ESPIONAGE - B 






GUvitt. 


H«fbo 

Romq 

Tracy 

Ceany 

Uohr 


With reference to your inquiry ae to what the 
answers to the points raised in a petition on writ of 
habeas corpus which was filed before the Supreme Court 
on 6/15/53, and denied by that Court on the same date, 
the following is set forth for your informations 

The petition of the defendants claimed that the 
Rosenberga were convicted without due process of law in 
violation of the Fifth Amendment because: 


Viateffovd — 
Tele. Rooai- 
Hottoma 
Siaeo ■ « 
Miaa Gaady. 

W 

\ 


(l) Perjured testimony of certain witnesses was 
used which could not have innocently been accepted by the 
prosecution. Specific reference was made to the testimony 
of David Greenglass, 

(S) The death sentence should only have been given 
had secret information actually been transmitted to the 
Soviet Union, 



(3) There was lack of education and intelligence 
on the part of Greenglass to pass information concerning the 
processes in making the A Bomb, 

With respect to points 1 and 3, defendants | a 
originally raised same before Federal Judge Ryan in Decem^r^ 
1952, on petitions to set aside their convictions. On 
\Dec ember 10, 1952, denied these petitions and 

pointed out that after,^Gr^riglass * testimony, there was no 
factual basis for inferring that Greenglass” testimony was 
perjurious. Judge Ryan also stated that the claims of the 
defense that Greenglass was incapable of obtaining atomic 
energy information because of lack of intelligence and limited 
educational background had no merit. He pointed out that the 
\credibility of Greenglass and the weight given to his 
]testinony rested exclusively with the Jury, The defendants had 
oleo submitted affidavits of various scientists to prove that 
Greenglass was incapable of securing this ii^ormation. 

Judge Ryan held that these affidavits were ^opinion" evidence 




65-58236 ^ 

APLsmJhsrw / , , 


9' 

, " f f ■ 




and when offered by one who has neither obeerved the 
witness on the stand nor even seen him, it is inadmissible 

and may not be considered as the basis for a conclusion that 
perjury was committed^ 

Judge Ryan*s opinion was affirmed by the Circuit 
Court of Appeals, 12/13/58, Points 1 and 3 were raised in 
defendants' petition for writ of certiorari to the Supreme 
Court which was denied on 5/25/53, 

With respect to point 8, it should be pointed 
out that the indictment under which the defendants were 
convicted did not state that they actually transmitted 
secret information to the Soviet Union but that they 
conspired to transmit information to the Soviet Union, 

Jt should be further noted that the Rosenbergs were 
charged with indictment of the Title 50, Section 34, of 
the United States Code which is a conspiracy part of the 
[Espionage Statutes, Violation of Title 50, Section 34 
Hn wartime carries the death penalty, * 

ACTIONS 


None, For your information 
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Awn RTHEL R0SEMBERG_WAS PII^ ,Wjra 11^ ^r - Ar;../f ^ 
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AN II isT nau ^ .4:: :.j:,^.. ;:X^:^.. , -v - ^ - 

COiraSpLiW W ?°”^:^''>°^' 

AMD «^I^10H 

OP Tffi FIFTH i«®I>®Ni'-' TH^ ’?®''™'®^,’^ 

WAS^O^iMH;^ ^ SfeEMTi^iorf 

been AMD WAS KMOMH TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY TO BE PERJURED AT 

the time IT WAS offered. - the ffiTITlQM,WW,,JAR|JCU^LY DIIffiC^^^^^^ 

A.^ the PERill^ T^TI^NY OF I^ID ^ 

a^T^lii^ S amiOM W5 th i«0 U^ c^^«^:^bit^. I 

, (CROSS bECTIO.^ OF Sr SAOA^ HIS U^HSORIBEg, ; 

. i ;>-rm itAo aqaittmrd that ip his testimony , 

( V-xESTIMOMY RBLATIMO THERETO. ' IT WAS . , . 

TM CO^ECi^OMWTHIS pTIBITWAS 

,. k S.-’-I J j£ :i"-2;s' ,.«=&i*liia. TRAMStffiTTED the' SBORM of TIE; a. 
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PA G 5 !IWO.V='S^-?C%’ ; >*1 ‘. ‘\‘.v- •*.. *>* ;> --'v-.:.. <.- H /' * 4.. ; 

SUCH VTESTXMOin:; TRtJBvctHERB 

• tf AT- 'raB ROSBHiBERGS'^ffij&NlMiTSD^riT 

* Soviet AGMfvf ciaimep . ww govt iNropb^^ 


V-; 


GREENGLASS *?' TESTraONY. S, IT KNEW^ SUCH mTIMONY WAS 


A,. '"'•V • 

* ;’7 r->ii 

'‘7i 






'X r 
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; UNTRU^ AM^ SUSPECT IT WAS PER JUREEI; GOVT. TAOT BX SURPRISE ^ 

' ' v ‘s^;* •'< fr, •- '^' 'i'. -■' i. ''’^' /'’•‘t'V'-iS'r ••*. •■-•'' '■■ V‘ • ^ : '•‘* . ■■•:■'■ ' "’ ■■'.*.*' ■ ;,. '■ .* • »'•• * -•■• ■ -• * .■, 

* ♦ • V- ■♦■ ■' ' ^ '-■•* '^-i.- • , ■ ' -*• i '■.— ■' • ^ - . -. ■ '. i,-. ' ' 5 ... . ■ •/ .-• J 

HK TESTIMONY, SINCE NO, OVHIT AQT WAS ALIEGED IN THE INDICTMENT 
. SUBSEQUENT TO JUNE 1945i.- THEY CIA IM THAT DR, .KAISER,; BRITISH 

ATOMIC CdMMISSlON AND dr/' HADAMiUip, DISTINOTISHED FRENCH SCIENTIST,', / 
CONCLUDE l y AT* GREENGLASS, BASEB; ON HIS OWN TESTIMONY, DID NOT HAVE 
THE INTELIECTUAL CAPACITY OR EDUCATION TO 6 *BTAIN"tHE INFO I^CESSARY 
\ FOR PRODUCTION OF EXHIBIT 8* NEW EVIDENCE THAT GREENGLASS* 

TESTIMONY IN CONNECTION WITH EXHIBIT 8 W^ PERJTJRED, WAS REPGRTED 
TO He CONTAINED IN A TELEGRAM SENT , 6/12/51 3 TO /THE PRESIDENT, BY DR. 
HARO ID AN ORIGINAL AFPADAVIT DATED DR-; \ 

UREY VOLUNTARILY FURNISHED THE COUSEL FOR THE PETITIONERS. THEY - 
INDICATED THAT URBY*S STATEMENT AFFIRMED THE OPINION THAT GREENGLASS, 
IN VIEW OP HIS LIMITED QUALIFICATIONS AND ACCESS TO INFORMATION, ■ 
COULD NOT HAVE TRANSMITTED TO ROSENBERG THE MATHEMATICAL PORIWIA • 

AND THE CHEMICAL AND PHYSICAL PROCESSES WHICH ARB EJSSENTIAL^ IN THE. , 


*>• 




rkrl* 






CREATION oi* AN ATOMIC BOlffi & THAT, . THEREFORE,; GR^ 

TESTIMONY THAT HE TRANSMITTEb SUCH INPO^^^ SEPT 1945 .WAS IffiRJOTl®. 
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^ ishi^y THE; jsu^ 

j^DE FOR THEM TO EXAMli^. riCTOUNDED SJOilBIT 8, . G^REQJGLASi§ * .l^TIliWSCRI^ 

TESTIMQNyIreUTING thereto, and production op GRMD jury minutes TO /^^^i 

DETEEMT^ ip SUCH minutes. CONTAINED ANY HE5TJRENCE TO M 8 O^i. • ^ -.‘v; 

GREENGMSS* UNTRANSCRIBED testimony FOBLATING THERETO. 

A]^PADiviT JNDICA']^ THAT ,M REGARD]® THE INFO GRE^GLASS COUID^ ' y 

HAVE Transmitted as secret and yAEU/iB^j> "H^'^ ^ :Ccuid not credit ^ 

GREEN(i£ASS WilH:MAJ(« Jlffi 

SECRETS. THERE IS ENCLOSED FOR THE BUREAU COPIES OF THE DENIALS 
OP THE SUBJECTS' PETITION FOR REHEARING Al® APPLICATION FOR STAY 
OP EXECUTION . SUPRElffi COURT HAS TA™ THE PETIT! ON fcB VRIT^ ® 


5rf r’ 


M 3slS 'P.M. TfilS 'DMEi: royS 

MB APHIOVAI, OP ALL MB ASSOCIATE JUSTICES. 'T .PRESIMT W^ , 0 
JUSTICE VIKSOH, JUSTICES BLACK, RI»,,,P^KFUBTER. DOUGLAS. JACKSON, 
burton, CLARK AND MINTON. NO. 1, HlSO., ,JyLraS ROSENBERG AND , : \ 

ETHBv'ROSENBERG.PBTITlqNERS, yS WII^J.^:^. ® 

. unif HAi(lAS ^ C( «P0B'-i8 PMI TO. jfepICE Bl^g, Dffl§fN^^^.-gj;. 

DISMM^^^ OP AN APPLICATIOH TO :? 

THIS COURT FOR HABEAS CORPUS IS SO RARELY TO BE MADE BY THIS COURT 
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SUCH . AS APPLICATION TO" M "APPROraiATE' DISTRICT COTOT X28 USC, 


} ‘ . . '' ' 






PARAG^PH 22iil) ,: :^ i DO NOT Fi^OR SUCH A DISPOSITION THIS 
APPLICATION BECAUSE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE ALIEGAOTCNS NCW MADE HAS 
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AIREADY BE® considered BY THE DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN 
DISTRICT OF NEW Yp® AND,' DN REVIEW BY ME COCRiL Op' a^PEAlS FOR^^^ : A 

'. J- ' ‘ ■; ' i ' •"f '- > •-* ’•w- -. /■ ''■\:\\ , ■ 'V.'^r. '- .;* >'- .v' 

THE SECOND' circuit r' NEITHER Can I JOIN Tffi COURO? IN DENYING - 


APPLICATION LwITHQUT MORE. I WOULD SET THE APPLICATION ]6pWN FOR . 55^ 

HEARING BEFORE THE PULL COURT TOMORROW FORENOON. ORAL ARGUMENT 
FREQUENTLY HAS A FORCE BEYOND WHAT THE WRITTEN WORD CONVEYS. " 


.'A: <r> * ^ .4P 




"V* < K C< ' 




THE 0®®SE COUNSELS HAVE REQUESTED A CANVASS OF ALL OF THE 






JUSTICES. ; defense COMSELS WERE IN CONFER® CE WITH JUSTICE DOUGIAS i; $ 

■- ' • \‘ / ' ; '■ • •..* . ■ • *<.'-• v V *- -'■*.%>*■ .■ . ' •» •'V'.*'* . *, 

-/i . ; ^;.r '. ■ ■ 't; . ':'■ 'r ‘ t*-".- • "* - .- ‘ ' -' #V — .' •' r 'I-'”’ *■■ ;*'/ ' ' 


raOM 5:l5 PiM. TO 6:30 P.M., AT WHICH TIME THE.. CONP®ENCB ENDED. 
JUSTICE ‘DOUGLAS IS TO RECONVENE THIS CONF®®CE AT . TEN. A. M. JUNE l6, 
AT WHICH TlilE THE D®®SE WILL BRING IN ADDITIONAL MATERIAL TO BE 
PRES®TBD TO JUSTICE D0U8LAS. . . .: - 
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No. 687 


JULIUS ROSENBERO AND ETHEL ROSENBERG, 



vs. 


Petitioners, 


THE DOTTED STATES OP AMERICA 


Hie petition for rehearing Is denied. 

Mr. Justice Frankfurter deems It appropriate to 
state once more that the reasons that preclude publication 
by the Court, as a general practice, of votes on petition 
for certiorari guide him In all cases, so that It has been 
his "xmbroken practice not to note dissent from the Court' 
disposition of petitions for certiorari." Chemical Bank 
Co. V. Investors . 3^3 U.S. 982 ; Maryland v. Baltimore 
Radio Show, 338 U.S. 912; Darr v. Burford. 339 u.S. 200, 
227; Agoston v. Pennsylvania. 3iK) U.S. 844; Bondholders. 
Inc. V. Powell, 342 U.S. 921; Rosenberg v. United States. 
344 U.S. 889 , 345 U.S. 965 . Partial dlsclosiare of votes 
on successive stages of a certiorari proceeding does not 
present an accurate picture of what took place. 

^b•. Justice Black Is of the opinion the petition for 
rehearing should be granted. 









ROSENBERO VS* UNITED STATES' 


An application for stay of execution was filed 
herein on June 12, 1953* It was referred to Mr# 

Justice Jacksonj the appropriate Circuit Justicrev Mr# 
Justice Jackson referred It to the Court for consider- 
ation and action, with the recommendation "that it be set for 
oral hearing on Monday, June l5# 1953# at which time 
the parties have agreed to be ready for argument." 

Upon consideration of the recommendation, the 
Court declined to hear oral argxjunent on the applica- 
tion# 

Mr. Justice Frankfurter and Mr# Justice Burton, 
agreeing with Mr. Justice Jackson’s recommendation, 
believe that the application should bo set for hearing 
on Monday, June l5, 1953« 

Thereupon, the Court gave consideration to the - 
application for the stay, and denies it, Mr# Jiistice 
Burton joining in such denial. 

Mr. Justice Prankf\u*ter knd ^# Justice Jackson, 
believing that the application for a stay should not 
be acted upon without a hearin^y before the full Court, 
do not agree that the stay should be denied. 


Mr# Justice Black is of the opinion that the Court 
should grant a rehearing and a stay pending final disposi- 
tion of the case* But since a sufficient number do not 


vote for a rehearing, he is willing to Join those who wish “ 


to hear argument on the question of a stay. 

Mr# Justice Douglas would grant a stay and hear the 
case on the merits, as he thinks the petition for certio- 


rari and the petition for rehearing present substantial 


questians. But since the Court has decided not to take the 
case, there would be no end served by hearing oral argument 
on the motion for a stay# For the motion presents no new 
substantial question not presented by the petition for cer- 
tiorari and by the petition for rehearihg. 
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Office ■ un™, sires <sova.N«.NT 



PHOM s 




DATB: Jun9 19, 
2963 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

SM# " 
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1/ 


that J^iioe^TrankfwteT^h^^^^^ fl^toher, Jr»^ 
^^ooh a peUtton for mandamus to attorney 

o stap, pending a},pea^ Circuit Jourt to grant 

JUatioe JacktBun i ^ ^ ^ ^ N L& r G 

talk with Blooh but would dll\\1ieV saiSnie wouh 

Attorney ciitlil^to^tei^^f^he^^llld^l^ Ceneral Stkm to oall 
declined, * would see Bloch, The Attorney 

^ 990^ if the President would^teThiml^^^*^^^ *o 

up^ni «., * 

P^och said he would not anSmi* i.^ 

• *he of her Justices, not submit his petition to any of 
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Justices, 

AS£I£S> Tor vour tn/onattoa. 
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DATE: June 18^ 1953 









WTBJBCT; JULIU^ ROSENBEBd 
^ ET HEb^O SEE BERG 




licnoi 
BetmoiT — 

Oea- 

GUvta 

Hftfbo 

Romo — — 

Truer 

Geottf 

Mohr 

Wioterfoo j 
Tele. Ro^ 


ESPIONAGE - B 




Airs /?aserrAe.r_ 






At 2:05 P*M*t Supervisor McAndrews called frorx 

[New York to advise that the motion filed this morning 

Mitche of 918 Bitting Building, Wichita, iJAillnt 

K~7Fiend of the Court, alleging that Sosen-Serps indicteent 

should be dismissed because it is dupUcitious 

esDionaae are alleged in time of war and P^aoe and that i 


haoro.en cinoteted under peace 

«ne proutsions of the espionage statute carrying a maximum 
penalty of twenty years* 


McAndrews said that this motion was also received 
in the office of the Clerk of the Court and is being presented to 
jldle Ryii now/ Judge^avfmL has expressed his opinion to our 
office that this is junk and will be handled accordingly. 


I 


Relative to the motion filed by Block 
New York, Judge Kaufman said ® ° ® 


thing until Block shows up* Judge Kaufman said this is merely 
at^othev moTteuvev • 


McAndrews said that Judge Ryan is 
handle any further motions by any attorneys not of record while 
Judge Kaufman will handle any motions by attorneys of record. 


ACTION: 


' / 

6/ld/53 CEH:eme^i^0^ !^^ i-? "" " 

At 2:ld'^P»M*, Mr* McAndrews advised that Judge Ryan 
had just denied the motion filed by attorney R* Boland liitche of ■ , 

Wichita. ^ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Tolsoi 


DATE: June 16, 



1953 



GlaTir 

Harbo 


Roaeti — \ 

Tracf i 

Geany — j 
llobr — ] 
WioteiTow 
Tele. Roc 
Holloman 

Sixoo 

Miss GaA : 


At 11:25 A,M,, Supervi sor Tom McAndrews of New York 
advised that he had Just heard from Agent Harrington over the direct 
line from the warden' ^garage at Sing Sing* Denno told Harrington 
that Julius^, and Ethel Roaenb era n re visiting together now, Ethel fidsen 
is very firmti ^ Juliusf i s considerably shaken and is making but his ^ 
will. They have asked for and have received permission to meet 
again this afternoon. From their attitude, it- appears they expect 
the execution to be carried out. 


McAndrews advised also that a motion had just been ^ 
received in the mail by the U, S, Attorney calling for a rest 
Judgment and reduction of sentence , It was sent by R, Boland 
pito^e of Wichita, Kansas, The U, S, Attorney is reading it now, 

[As' there is no show" cause order attached, it is questionable whether 
has any legal weight and, consequently, the U, S, Attorney has 


l V 


not decided what he will do with it as yet 


ACTION : 



We are checking our files on R, 
r information purposes. 


Boland Ritche 



AHB tcme , 
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STANBARO 


NO. 64 



Office Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO I 

1 

moM : 


suBjBcrr: 


MR, A, H, 



MR, C, S, HENNRICS 



o 

JULIUS^ ROSENBERG 
ETHEL^tOSENBERG 
ESPIONAGE - R 


% 

DATE; June Id, 
1953 


TolBon 

Udd 

Nl chQls_ 
balaont^ 



Harl'o___ 

T’cstn 

Tr«;y 

itonr 

T•i^. tai. 


SAC Hood, WFO, oalled at 18*20 p,u, today (6/l8) 
and aduieed that all nine Juetioee of the Supreme Court 
are now on the Benohm 


ACTION ! 

For your information. 


CSHgLL 



gc-MR, NICHOLS 

5 6JUL3 1953 









Sr AMJAm) POfUM NO. •« 



Office Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 




The Director 
2>. M, Ladd 

JULIOS ~ROSmBERG,ET AL 


>r 

£ 


DATE: June 1 



cuga: 


in«3r 


Hirbo 

Btloost 


Mr, Whelan telephonically informed me at 
5 t 30 P,U, that the certified copies of the Supreme 
Court order had been delivered by the Agents to United 
States Marshal Carroll at Sing Sing, 


Ttl*. Hoob 


Quay 


( He alsoddvised me that at 5z30 P,M, the 
executioner in a State Tooper^s car had gone through 
Red Hookf New Torh, which is 70 miles from Sing Sing, 


DUL : WMJ 
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Office IS/istnotundutn • united stai'es government 


TO 
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JULIVS ROSENBERG, et al 
ESPIONAGE - R 


DATE: June 21, 2953 Nicboto^^ 

deu 

GUvio 

H«rt)0 ■ - 

Ko»c« 

Tmcy 

Gcofty 

Mohr 

Viotenovd — 
Tele. Rooai - 
llolloM_ 

Miss Goady • 



At about 5:20 p,m. on June 20, 1953, Agent 
F*' J, Gallant of the New York Office called and advised 
that WttKKEK^had provided the following information 
regarding the funeral arrangements for the subjects:,^^ 

The bodies were to be taken to the I, Morris 
Funeral Home, 9701 Church Avenue, Brooklyn, New York* 
Services were to be held there at 9:00 p*m* on June 20,1953, 
and at 2:00 p*m, on June 21, 1953* They were to be interred 
at the Weilwood Cemetery, Pinelawn, New York* Agent Gallant 
stated the New York Police Department had been advised of 
the above arrangements* 



ACTION: 


None* For your information* 
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DATS: June 16, 
1953 


MR» 0, 


JULIUS RO SENS BB S 
BTHEI^OSBNBERG_ 
~ESPiONAGE~~ B" 
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SAC Bood, WFO, advised at 4:35 p*»* today (6/16) 
that through a confidential source it was 
Carl Uarsani called from, the head<^arters of the Uni^d 
Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers of America (BSUMWA) 
to the office of Ur* James Bennett and 9*^^ 

answerin^g the phone if Bennett toas tjen ^ 

yes* Be then asked, "Will he be in town tomorrow* 

The girl said yes* Marsani then stated he was an old 
acquaintance and might drop by to see Bennett* Be did 
not identify himself by name* 

The significance of the above call is not known* 

Mt is possible that Marsani loas attempting to determine 
'whether Mr* Bennett was in Washington, with the thought 
hhat his presence out of the city might have some significance 
in connection with the action of the Supreme Court* 


ACTION: 


For your information* 
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0^C6 ^/Lcpiof afldupi • UNITED STA’iES GOVERNMENT 


TO , THE DIRECTOR 


DATBi June 19, *1953 


FROM I MR» D, LADD 


f/ 


ToIim!1 




SUBJECT: JULIUS ROSEHBERG, ET AL 
' ' . ESriONAGE - R 

(BuFile 6SS8836) 


/ 


\ 




1 BelfaMt 

a«tt 

dans 

HmH» 

Roam 

Tracy- — 
Gcmity ■ 
Mokr 


Moat recent developments aret 


Riat c nowd - 
Tele. Eoo o 
Hollora^. 
SI coo 


Miu Goody 


■Z* The Supreme Court will convene ct 12z00 noon todcy 
in connection with this oase» 


8» All the demonstrators except approximately 300 have 
left Washington,, 


Chairman Reed of the House Judiciary Committee named 
a five-man subcommittee to give consideration to a. resolution 
by Representative Wheeler (D-Georgia) to impeach Justice Douglas^ 


4, Representative Chelf of the House Judiciary Committee 
introduced Bill for repeal of 1985 law which permitted Justice 
Douglas to act alone in granting stay. 


5m Representative Kearns (R-Pennsylvania) said he would 
introdude legislation authorising investigation of groups seeking^ 
clemency for the Rosenbergsm , 


6m Bloch filed motion in U, S, District Court June 18, 
1953, to vacate Rosenbergs* convictions on grounds they were 
improperly sentenced to death on basis of Justice Douglas* 



stay, 





7m Concerning rumors previously circulated by th 
national Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Ca^ 
that David Greenglass had ‘^cracked up" in prison, a WFO 
informant has advised that he inquired of Don Rothenberg, 
member of Rosenberg Committee, how they could get this 
information, Rothenberg answered "the same way we got the 
notes out of Rogge *s files,'* Informant could furnish no further 
details. 
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JULIUS ROSENBERG, et al 
ESPIONAGE ~ R ^\i. 

Bu/i le 65-58236 
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HoHomo — 
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WtuGMdy 


A Mtse Q— dy 

a, m,* 


■ This is to advise you that shortly after 9:00 a, 

today, I heard a news broadcast announce that a plot to 
blow up the residence of Judge Kaufman, in New York, had 
been reported to the New York Police department, I instructed 

sor C, E, Sandall to check with the New York 
Office for details. 


Mr, Sandall ascertained from Supervisor Charles 
Munticone of the New York Office that the above incident 
had first come to the attention of that office when 
Agent Munticone , on his way to work shortly before 8:00 a, m, 
noted an article in the net, Tori "DaiH fTewaypage S. 
headlined 'A-Spies* Judge Guarded After Bomb Threat, 

This article, in the 4-Star final edition of June 13, 1953, 
stated that at 2:07 a, m,, the police department headquarters. 
New York, received a call from a man, whose voice was 
youthful, cultured and well modulated, stating "J am calling 
to inform you that a bomb has been placed at 1185 Park Avenue 
and in one hour, the Rosenbergs will blow up Judge Kaufman * 
and his family,»> The caller hung up before his number 
could be traced. 


O G 


The police dispatched 6 radio- oars, 2 emergency ^ 
cars, one bomb squad unit and detectives from the East 104th J 
Street station immediately. After 40 minutes of searcftSnL^ - 
the police were satisfied that there was no bomb in the^^^^ 
apartment building and that the call appeared to be part of 
the harrassment program on behalf of the il-spies. 

^ . Jadge Kaufman departed for Connecticut at 2:30^on 

1953, accompanied by 2 agents of the New York 
Office, Mrs, Kaufman had left the residence for Connecticut 
with the children on the morning of that day. There was ho 
one home at the Kaufman residence when the bomb threat was made, 

a ^ Instructions were furni shed the New York Office' that 
Supervi sor T, Scott Miller, who was on his way to the office, 

should contact the police department and obtain all 

details about this incident, ; 

RECOMMENDATION s 
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ADDENDUM TO MEMORANDUM FROM pELMONT TO LADD DATED 6/13/53 
RE JULIUS ROSENPERG, ET AL, ESPIONAGE - R 

Supervisor Munticone of the New York Office called 
back at 18:10 pm, today and advised that the details as 
related above are accurate according to the New York Police, 
He said that suitable stops had been placed with the Bomb 
Squad and the Bureau of Special Services, New York Police 
Department, in the event any further instances arise in 
connection with this case. Word had been received by the t 
New York Office that Judge Kaufman is returning to New York 
05 he is concerned about the appeal to the Supreme Court / 
being made by the attorney for the Rosenbergs, / 
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tOBjBcr: WILLIAM Jr^^MARTIN 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING 
TELEPHONE CALL 6 : IS p.«. 


Tele. R 
Hot! 
Sin 

Min 



By referral from the Director* e Office, 
writer apoke to William J, Martin^ 2028 Highland Avenne, 

We at College Hill (aubeib of Cincinnati), Ohio, who called 
at 6:15 p,m, William J, Martin, who appeara to be a mental 
oaae, aaid he^ 0 ^a calling with reference to the **RoaenhumB* 
caae" (juliuiJRoae nberg), and that he wanted to tell the ' 

FBI to aee that President Eiaenhower ia not "aggravated** 
about the Roaenberga* plea for leniency* He alao recommended 
that all evidence againat the Roaenberga -be preserved* 

William J* Martin haa called the Bureau on at 
least one previous occasion recently, but the memorandum 
reflecting that call ia not yet on record* 


ACTION: 


For file* 


ADDENDUM: 


Mr* William J. Martin called again at 7:00 p*m* 
this evening and repeated the same advise* 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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DATE: June 17, 
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SupervisoT Dudley Payne, WFO, advised at 2:30 p.n., 
June 17 tJiat in oonneotion with possible action by the Supreme 
Court on t?ie ruling of Justice Douglas, information has been 
\reoeived that the following Justices are now in the Supreme \ 
\Court Building t ? 

Tinson 

Burton 

Jackson 

Clark 


Douglas is out temporarily. 

Reed is reportedly out of the city. 

Minton is probably out of the city. 

Black's whereabouts have not been determined. 

Frankfurter was scheduled to leave Washington 
this morning (6/17); whether he did is uncertain. 


Rumors have been received that the Supreme Court 
\ switchboard had been flooded with calls of protest over the 
I decision of Justice Douglas. 

ACTION : 

For your information. 


aSBiLL 






Office Memorandj 


■A 


TO 


MR, A, H, BWLMi 




niOM t mb, C, S, he. 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: June 17, 
1953 


t PBj B cr; 


.a 


-i*'* -0 




JULIU^ ROSENBERG 
ETHEL^OSENBSBG 
ESPIONAGE ^ B 


1 * C V ■' 

r- • 






SupewisoT Tom MGAndvews, NTO, advised ai 3sBS p,M, 
today (6/17) that Warden Denno has furnished the following 
informations 


Tol 



Wiotemnrd. 
Tele. Room 
HoUpm_ 

Mtee €— <ly - 



Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were, of course. 

Jubilant over the news that a stay of execution had been 
granted by Justice Douglas, Julius* mother was with him when 
the news was announced on the prison radio, SJie fainted and 
had to be carried out, 

\ 

There have been a considerable number of reporters 
gathering at Sing Sing during the past couple of days in 
connection with the scheduled executions of the subjects. 

They are considerably emotionally upset as a result of the 
stay and it is Denno*s opinion they will probably blast 
Douglas, 


Mr, Bennett, Director of the Bureau of Prisons, 
has called Warden Denno and very emphatically pointed out to 
him that in view of the stay granted by Justice Douglas, 
there will be no execution, Denno said that Bennett was so 
emphatic in this connection that he, Denno, was considering 
calling off all plans for the executions, such as extra 
details of police, etc,, which he has arranged for. After 
discussing this with the NTO, he has indicated he will withhold 
action in this connection until the morning of June 18, 


V 

\ 
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ACTION: 


For your information. 
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JULIUS and ETHEL ROSENBERG 
ESPIONAGE ^^~R~‘ 
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i>» aocordanqe with your inatructiona, I 
contacted Jfr, Roberty'T^tarn, Acting Solicitor General, 
and at hia requeat I arranged for Special Agent Ponder 
of the Washington Held Office to aerve ooadea of the 
applica'^ioi^.to the Sfi^rjeme Court to conVei^ on Attorneya 
I y, ^anuelr^fToch, Johi^p^erty and JfelcoInrrWnrrp, Thia waa 
ii fkchnowledgnenta were, returned t'o Mr, Stern, 

It ia noted that Bloch signed for Attorney Finerty, 

Mr, Stern approved this signature. 


ViMCflOVd-- 
TcU. ltooa~ 
HaUamam — 

Miss Gssdf - 



7 


At Mr, S tqrn * s request it was determined that 
the attorney, Fyk erjjcTrm e r, had left Wast^ngton and was 
registered at the Tudor Hotel in New tori City, Arrangements 
were made for Special Agent Tom Mendenhall to proceed to 
New Tori by plane with copies of the application to be 
served on Attorney Farmer, 
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Special Agent Maurice Corcoran of the NTO called _ 
at 1:00 p.n. today (6/18) to advise that the U. S. Attorney 
had received another petition from defense attorney Bloch, 
served by attorney Arthui^ffEinoy, a local attorney of the 
firm of Donner, Kinoy, ana Perlin, of 104 East 40th Street, 

New York City. ,, 

/l/J , 

This petition, is essentially the same as point 2 
of the petition of Fyhe^armer before Justice Douglas yesterday 
(6/17), which holds that the Atomic Energy Aot superseded 
the Espionage Law of 1917. The petition contains 3 prayers: 

1. Vacate sentence and dismiss the indictment; 2. or vacate 
sentence and direct a new trial; 3. for a full hearing on the 
allegations contained therein. 

/ 

SA Corcoran said that the 0. 8. Attorney will give 
this to Judge Kaufman in chambers this afternoon and that in all 
probability Kaufman will hold the petition until the Supreme 
Court acts this afternoon. 

Relative to the petition received through the mails 
earlier today from attorney R. Bolandj/Ritche , of Wichita, 

Kans as, the U. 8. Attorney has merely filed this in the 
Citrk’s Off ice and it will be handled in the normal course of 
events. The U. S. Attorney feels that it does not have to be 
handled in a special manner, as it was merely received through 
the mails. 


ACTION: 


For your information 
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TO 


‘ DIRECTCR 
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SUBJECTS 



27. Jf. Ladd 


JULIUS A ETHEL ROSENBERG 


DATE: 

June 16, 1953 




While talking with Ur, Whelan of the Hew York- ‘ 
Office, he advised that the agents ht Sing Sing had 
informed him that the warden stated he had heard a rumor 
that some attorney was allegedly scurrying around Albany, 
trying to get a writ of some kind from the State Supreine 
Court to hold up the warden from taking any action in 
^ the Rosenberg case. 
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Harb o 
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Kaasa 

QMd y 



The warden advised this would do no one any good 
because he was not going to be available to anybody the 
rest of the' day. 
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DATB> June 16, 
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Wood WFO» advised ot lOtSS o«iu> June 16, th 
cll of CouA JuoUoe,. «ith tk. 

TranEfurter and Minton, were present at the 
XreibZVs of rranhfuUer and ^^-^on ^re not l^noion. 

Minton was last Jmown to be in Indiana. 
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i£R. il. R. BEUiON 


JULIuf?OSEEBERa, ET AL 
ESPIONAGE - « 
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Uy memorandum to you of this morning reported information 
received by Supervisor IfcAndrews of the New York Office that a 
motion had Just been received in the mail by the U, S, Attorney 
oallfny for arresifyOf Judgment and reduction of sentence. It was 
sent by R, Bolaji^^RXtche of Wichita, K ^sas , The U, 8 , Attorney 
was then reviewing it. As there was 'no show cause order attached, 
it was questionable whether it had any legal weight and, con- 
sequently, the Up 89 Attorney had not decided what he would do 
with it, 

* ^ / 

The Bureau indices were searched but no references 
were located relating to Ritche, 

Marti ndale-Hubbell Law Directory, 1953, lists t R, Rowland' 
Ritchie as an attorney in Wichita, Kansas, born 1904, admitted to 
law practice 1927, His qf fice address is lis ted as Bitting Building , 
Wichita, 
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RECOMMENDA TIONt 


None, This is for your information. 


' . VJ ' ‘ 


JWBtmer 


i/a# 


mm 




6 3 Jlii- 6 


EX-104 


<$>^ 

^ W JS/,953 











Office UemoMdum 


’A. H, Bek 

* C. 


CO - Mr, Ladd 

' DirffED»j^ 

\ 

June le, igsayk 






•“J-CT, JPLJ^OSBIBEXO, et nl 

espionage - R * 


SgSs^ 




arguments for both^^^' direct 
completed. Each side was th?!i ^^d defense had been 

will^l^^' appears, thereforl^^thlt minutes for 

will be completed by 4si5 Presentation 

action t 

For your information. 
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fUBjBcr: JULIUS ROSENBERG, ET AL 

ESPIONAGE - B 
(BuFile 65-^6236) 
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Boat recent deuelopmenta aret 


!• Chief Justice Vinson has announced that he » 

will convene the U. S. Supreme Court in a . \ 

at 12:00 noon today to consider the Government s request \ 
to overrule the stay of execution granted by Justice 

Douglas* 


2* National Committee to Secure Justice in the 
Rosenberg Case has cancelled reservations for 
to take people to Nashington today for a ^^os demons tr at ion^ , 
However, they have chartered one sixteen^car train leave 
New York at 8:05 AM, Eastern Standard Time, and 
tentative arrangements for another tra\n rtPlrf 

at 1*05 PM, Eastern Standard Time, today* 

az/ijf is matntatniny cloae liaison with railroad <^^^J^orities 
The Metropolitan Police Department and Secret Service have 

been advised* 


\ 


3m A WFO informant has advised that the picket line 
in front of the White House has been called off as a result 
\}Tstic/DouUas' ruling, but that the National Committee 
feo Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case is keeping • 

in Washington to call on Congressmen in 

the Congressmen contact the Attorney General to call off 
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MBMCmAKDtJM FOR MR. TOU50II 

MR. LADD 
MR. BELMONT 
MR. MKHOLB 





1 called Mr. Balmont aod fold Mm that Dep«tf 
Attorney Ceaeral R^en war looldiiR foto tlie call die RTavdea ted 
received* ailegodty tt&OBL die Attoraey Qeiieral*e olSeO* and woeld 
can him very ehortly. 1 ta<;piired re the etatae <d the esracmioner 
« and he etated he hsid Jaet arrived aad they were getting ready to 
go on down and he would call ae eoon ae this move was made. Mr. 
Betmom advleed that die Varden would he teavtng the Ad^nlstratloa 
BoUdiaig aboot 7tS7 aad if he or the Marshal had to he r^cted in 
case el an amergeney alter that* die nanher 'to call was Cesiaiag 
i-9108 aad ask lor Emargtecy Mr. Belmoiit stated that te 
could not he reacted through our line hut that the emergency 
Bumher was ^oss to the deadi cell.' 
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Very truly yours* 


JtAn Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Mr* Fre4 Midl^n* Director ol PtdtUe Kdlatloas ia l^ 
Departxaeftt of lootleo^ called Bie today aod 1 told lum tbere voro no ladi^tioao 
wbataoovor of tike Roaezd»erga* Breaking, that they had made <^lr wills 
had them wltoossed this aftanKKMS, and they were heUtg moved die death 
cell at 7t09 p. m. aad the execotloa was now set for exactly 8:00 p. m* X stated ■ 
soadown there waa at 8:36 and w« were having the Warden check with the Rahbi 
as to whether fhs Rahhl would raise asy ^stion, since the Rahbi had indicated 
he would ask for a pbstpoaemem should the execatloa £aQ on the Sabbath* If 
the Rose hbergs wanted it* 

Mr* Mullen said he was pretty angry with Mr. Jamea 
Dennett, Director of Priaona, for rsversii^ himself. X said X v.^as astounded 
by Dennett*s r^soaingi that If a person bod any dooM as to the £scts that was 
someihlng else, but when he bases it on the belief that execution should not be 
made of a woman, solely because of seniUneatal reasons* It was ridiculous mi 
she did not have any seatlmem at the time she was a i^rty to the stealing oij^ 
these secrets. Mr. MtOlea said that Mr. Benaett's change of heart 
complete surprise to the Attorney General and the Attorney General was in a 
quandary as to what he should do as be had previoosty told die President that 
everyone in (he Department was unanimously against any grant of clemency 
and he was wotsiering if he should convoy this to dte President. Mr. Mullen 
told the Attorney General it would be perfectly aU ri|^ to do so but he would 
point out that his stall previously hod recommended against clemency. 1 stated 
that Mr. Bennett was present when this was donei (hat Mr, Rogers thought wo 
ought to be aU entiroly unanimous in what action was taken, either on the com* 
mutation or, if a break came on this matter, as there rnigM he a Cox^esslonal 
Toi«ii^*(i*y and w* ot^h( to bo united as one pereon, and Bennett, at that time, was 

^ tt. We discussed generally Bennett's attitude toward the Rosesiherg 
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Very truly yours. 








John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 
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JULIUS ROSENBERG, ET AL 


/ 
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Ur* Belmont called me at 3t25 P,U* and stated 
that Warden Denno had informed him that the Marshal _ 
had made an announcement that the execution would be 

at about 7t00 P,U, He stated this announcement had 

been made even though all arrangements had not yet been - 
completed* 

♦Oit- h L. NY 

Warden ,‘^enno stated that the New York State 
Troopers, who have a barracks near there, have State Police 
out looking for the executioner and Belmont advised that 
the Resident Agent is also looking for the executioner* 

Belmont stated that he asked Warden Denno as 
to what time the Warden thought that they should move from 
their present quarters to the deotft house and the Warden 
stated not before 7t00 P*U* because the prisoners would not 
be settled down until then* Mr* Belmont stated he is 
going to abide by the wishes of the Warden concerning this 
matter* 
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I talked to Bill Rogers oj* the Department at 
3z00 P,M, by reference from your office. He stated that 

the Attorney General had told Bennett that the execution 

should be sometime after seven and before sundown, that 
either the Marshal or the Warden should make an announcement, 
that he had checked and said that the Marshal had **kind of 
gone to pieces'* and they wanted the Warden to make an 
announcement but he had not done so as yet inasmuch as 
he had not yet located the executioner , He wondered if 
we had heard anything about this. 


Mr, Bel-nont advised me that a few minutes ago 
the Warden had informed him that the executioner was 
not at home and that they had not as yet located him. 

He requested assistance from the Bureau, Mr, Belmont 
has arranged through the New York Office to have the 
Resident Agent immediately start trying to locate the 
executioner and he will advise the Bureau, 

Mr , Rogers reque s ted that he be advised when 
we hear from our Agents as to whether the executioner has 
as yet been located. 
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Chief G-Manf 


You will go down in htstiyry, together with 
Attorney-General Brov£iH and Judge KauAnan, 
and President Eisenhower, as the first quartet 
of ghouls. Your action in murdering the young 
Rosenberg parents will haunt you for the rest 
of your blood-stained life* You will never forget it» 
Nor will all decent people throughout the world* 

Bramwell'^uld 

y/ 
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Warden Wilfred L^^nno of Sing Sing Prison was most 
cooperative with the Bureau in connection with the Rosenberg 
matter. He had his feet on the ground and approached the various 
problems which arose in a sensible, logical manner. Any request 
we made of him was readily granted even during the barrage of 
questions and problems facing him during the day of the 
execution and immediately prior thereto. At our request he ^ 
kept the Bureau entirely out of the publicity, which was mos 
difficult in view of the intense coverage afforded the prison 
by the press. Indeed, not even the guards at the 
of the fact that Agents were present at Sing Sing, He handled 
all contacts with the Bureau Agents personally and made all 
arrangements personally, 

RECOMMENDATION : 

I recommend a letter from the Director to the Warden, 
and a proposed letter is attached for the Director s approval, 

I I also recommend letters of j^ommendation to Special 
Agents Thomas J, McAndrews, John A, Harrington, Richard A, / 

Minihan, and Maurice W, Corcoran, and to the two stenographers / jj 
Harold Doherty ^ and Anthony R, Villano, 

While the questioning of the Rosenbergs did not take 
place, these Agents did make all the arrangements with Warden / ) 

Denno lih ich worked out successfully and handled the entire matter r . 
very discreetly. On Thursday, June 18, and Friday, June 19, a 
qreat deal of time was spent going over and over the plans 
for questioning the Rosenbergs and I feel confident that, had it 
occurred, it would have been handled in a highly competent manner. 

In addition, the various problems which were arising very rapidly 
throughout those two days were promptly and discreetly handiea. 

The two stenographers likewise handled themselves very well 
and discreetly during ihe time they were at Sing Sing under 
conditions of considerable tension. It was a rather tr^ng ' 

situation for clerical employees and I feel that these two employees 
acquitted themselves very creditably and were, fully prepared to V 
handle any assigrment given to them, ? 
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For the above reasons, I feel that letters of 
commendation to these employees are fully Justified^ 
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At ItOS PJ{», SAC Hood advised that Acting Soli citor 
General Robert Sterns had made a request to the Supreme Court 




y for certified copy of the Court's order vacating the stay 


issued by Justice Douglas* 

Mr* Sterns then requested Special Agent Howard 
Fletcher, Jr*, who was in the Court House, to make arrangements 
to have this certified copy flown to New York by Agents* 

ACTION t 

I told SAC Hood to initiate action to have this done, 
and to obtain specifically from Sterns instructions as to whom 
the copies were to be delivered to and any other specific 
instructi ons • 
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At 4:30 P,U» Justice Burton denied oral motions 
of Bloch for further consideration, 


For your information, 
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DATE: June 22, 1953 



This memorandum is to record briefly the im- 
portant telephone calls during June 18 and 19, 1953, at ^ 
Sina Sing Prison, over the two leased lines to the 0(^ 

Mew York Office, 

I arrived at Sing Sing Prison at 6:15 p,M,, 

June 18, 1953, by Bureau oar, with Special Agents 
Thomas J, McAndrews and Maurice M, Corcoran and 
stenographers Anthony R, Villano and Harold Doherty, 
all of the MTO, Special Agents John A, Harrington 
and Richard A, Minihan were at the Warden* s garage 
when joe arrived, having been previously instructed to 
maintain liaison with the Warden at the Prison, 
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JUNE 18. 1953 


/ 


V 


6:15 p,mm 

I reported to Mr, Ladd, via the leased line, 
that there were no disturbances around the Prison; it 
UKis very quiet; and that the Warden had 170 State 
in the vicinity of the Prison, I further advised Mr, Ladd 
that Warden Denno had heard confidentially from the 
Governor's office that an attorney is attempting to Contact 
o Mew York Supreme Court Justice in order to get an order 
staying the execution. The Governor*s office learned this 
from Was hington<~~ source unknown. Warden Denno is keeping 
scarce so that he cannot be served and has instructed 
that no one is to get on the Prison grounds except 
authorised newspapermen or other authorised persons. 

If, despite this, he is served, the Attorney General of 
the State of Mew York, or his deputy, is standing by, and 
Denno will advise them, Mr, ladd informed me that Mr, . 
Rogers of the Department is to advise the U, S, Marshal 
that a State Court writ is of no value and has no legal 
weight, Mr, Ladd advised that there had been no action 
from the Supreme Court, He advised me that my calls 
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should be 
offioials 
should be 


made to the Director* s office , as Departmental 
would be the re , He instructed that the Director 
advised at once when the execution takes places 


J advised the Director of the above developments* 

He stated that the Supreme Court was still in 

the attorneys had been called back to stand by and that the 

Government Printer toas standing by* He 

it can be done, an Agent will fly up to Hew York with a 

copy of the Supreme Court order and 

Sing so the order can be furnished to the Uarshal or 

the Warden* 


8*33 D.M* 

Mr* Ladd advised that the Supreme Court had 
announced it had gone into recess until 18:00 noon, June 19* 


SflO D*K* 

I called Mr* Ladd*s attention to the fact the 
Jewish Sabbath is from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday. 

Jf the execution is postponed until 11:00 p*m* on Saturday, 

that would bring it very close to the end of 

by Judge Kaufman* If the Rosenbergs decided to talj, t/iey 

miaht stall for that hour and, thus, require the matter to 

go back to the Court* I suggested that 9:00 

Sould be more advisable than 11:00 p*n* The mr^en soid 

that any time after 8:00 p*n* would be 

him, as the inmates would be in their cells* I odu<«cd 

Mr* Ladd that the Warden had been asked by both the Chaplain 

and newspapermen whether the subjects would be executed on 

the Jewish Sabbath and that, therefore, this appeared to 

be an issue* 


8:40 D*m* 


close 


The Director called to advise that we should 
for the night, in view of the recess by the 


Supreme Court. I advised him regarding 
had been raised concerning the Jewish Sabbath; that tne 
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Warden stated that any time from 6:00 p*m* on was satisfactory 
to him; and I suggested that if the execution is postponed 
to Saturday, it be carried out at 9:00 p*m. The Director 
indicated that the executicn might he late Friday afternoon, 

I advised the Director we mould stay at on adjoining town^ 
in order that we would not be conspicuous, and would report 
back to the Prison on Friday morning* 

The night of June 18 we spent at the Florence 
Hotel in Tarrytown, New York, where we again went over the 
plans for possible interview with the Rosenbergs until 
after midnight* Agents Harrington and Uinihan stayed at 
the Warden* s house* 


JUNE 19. 1953 


lOfBO a*m* 

I called Ur* Ladd from the Warden* s garage* He 
advised that the Supreme Court would meet at noon* 


12:07 D,m* 



The Director advised me that the Supreme Court 
had canceled the stay of execution* He said that at the 
A-tto^ey General* s conference on the night of June 18, 
James^^ennett was the only one who thought there should be 
k!., commutation for the subjects* The question of the Jewish 
Sabbath arose and it was suggested thxit the execution be 
before sundown on June 19* Bennett was opposed, saying 
that the Warden could not get ready* I told the Director 
that the Warden said he could be ready in one hour; that 
the executioner was on call for 6:00 p*m*; that the Warden 
would prefer that the inmates be settled down, but could 
carry out the execution at any time* I advised the 
Director that the newspaper carried sunset on June 19 
as 8:31 p*m* 
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I8i20 p»»« 

SAC Boardman, NTO, called to advise that 
Comnissioner Monaghan^ STew York Police Department, had 
called him to say that because of the publicity in this 
case, he wondered if something happened to Judge Kaufman 
whether he could say that the FBI was responsible for 
covering Judge Kaufman* He wanted to know whether 
Kaufman was in the city, Boardman told Monaghan that the 
Kaufman family was out of the city; that Kaufman was in 
Hew York under 24~hour guard, Monaghan asked to be kept 
advised, and Boardman told him he had been kept advised; 
for example, when Hew York received a call alleging a 
bombing on the night of June 18, the police were advised 
at once, I told Boardman that Monaghan was apparently 
building a record not only as to Kaufman and his family 
personally, but also as to the bombs in the apartment, 
Boardman said the police had men at the apartment, I 
told Boardman to call Mr, Ladd and advise him of Monaghan's 
call. 




I called Mr, Ladd and advised him of the 

following: 


Warden Denno had advised that Bennett called and 
wanted to know if the execution could be carried out before 
sundown, June 19, The Warden told Bennett that the inmates 
are out until 7:00 or 7:10 p,m, and that the execution would 
be after the inmates were placed in their cells. The 
executioner is due to leave Cairo, near Catskill, at 
6:00 p,m, and will arrive at Sing Sing about 8:30 p,m. 

His wife told the Warden she did not know where he is. 

The Warden said he can probably be located and brought 
down by car by the State Police, The Warden felt that the 
Government might be charged with rushing the execution, 
if it were carried out on June 19, in order to avoid 
additional motions by the defense. Relative to execution 
on the Jewish Sabbath, the Warden felt that it would open 
the Government to charges of criticism; however, the 
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execution was postponed for 24 hours on June 18, which would 
bring it, normally, to llsOO p»n», June 19; the delay was 
not caused by the Government, but by the defense » The 
Warden did not know if a precedent had been set for 
exe oution on the Jewish Sabbaths The Warden felt that if 
the execution were postponed until Saturday, it would be.^. 
running very close to the end of the week set for the 
execution^ The Warden said that the Rabbi will be 
available on the evening of June 19% I advised Mr% Ladd 
that I was furnishing the Wai^en’s thinking for the Bureau s 

information* 


8:05 D%m% 

The Director advised confidentially that the 
execution probably would be set for between 7:45 and 
8:00 p%m%, June 19% 


2:10 D%m% 


Warden Denno advised that Julius Rosenberg has 
asked to have someone witness his will% The Warden is 
handling. The subjects have boxed up allof their personal 
effects and have asked to have them sent to their relatives. 
The Warden is having these sent up to his office and will 
turn them over to the Marshal and get a receipt. He 
suggested that we get these from the Marshal and look them 
over before they are sent to the relatives. He said there 
might be a diary by Julius and Ethel Rosenberg among the 
effects. 


2: 12 D,m, 


The Director advised that he had talked with 
Messrs, Olney and Bennett, who said the Warden was having 
trouble locating the executioner and for us to offer assistance 
to the Warden, I advised him of the Warden* s call regarding 
the effects of the Rosenbergs, The Director said that we 
should look at them only if it can be arranged with the 
Warden with complete security and without the knowledge of 
the Marshal, 
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I -balked bo Warden Denno, who advised he had been 
informed by Bennett that the execution was set for between 
7t45 nnd dtOO p*»* Be told Bennett he would call him back, 
as he was having trouble reaching the executioner and could 
not reach the executioner' s office by -telephone^ I told - 
, .Denno we would tru^o help him» Be gave me the executioner s 
as Joseph Pi^Francel, Cairo, Catskill, telephone 
Cairo 9-9322, I told him that we would attempt to locate 
the executioner and have him call the Warden at Osssining 
2-0204. 


2:30 v.m» 

I called ASAC Whelan, NTO, and told , him to get the 
Resident Agency busy to locate Francel and have him call the 
Warden and for the Agents to stand by to bring him down to 
Sing Sing. I told him that this was urgent. 


2:40 v.m* 


Ur. Ladd advised that Agent William Duke of the 
Washington Field Office will leave by air at 2:45 p.m.; 
would be met at LaGuardia and travel up by oar, with a 
certified copy of the papers for Marshal Carroll. 


2:43 D.m. 

Special Agent Scott Miller called from New York. 
Agent Duke should be at Sing Sing Prison with the Supreme^ 
Court papers between 5:00 and 5:30 p.m. I told him to give 
us the license number of the oar and the number of the NYO 
oar bringing Duke up. 


3:00 D.m. 

Agent Miller advised that Duke was coming up by 
Radio Car 336, a 1952 grey Ford, license 1B1531. Agents 
John G. Willis and Blaise Tomasani were accompanying the 
WFO Agents, William Duke and William Daly. 
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Mr 9 Ladd advised that Mr* Rogers had called and 
said that no announcement was being made by the Warden 
as to the time of the execution, as they had not found the 
executioner* Rogers wanted to know if we could help* 

I told Mr* Ladd we were working on it* 


3:10 D*m* 

ASAC Whelan advised that Resident Agent John Lupton 
at Kingston was on his way to Cairo to locate the executioner* 


3:15 v*m* 


J advised Warden Denno that Agents were bringing up 
certified copies of the papers for the Marshal* He said 
that the Marshal was not at Sing Sing yet, but was on his way* 
He said the Marshal had announced the time of the execution, 
in spite of the fact arrangements had not been completed* 

The Warden said that the executioner was not yet located, 
but he had State Police Barracks looking for him* I told 
the Warden we had a man on the way from Kingston and would 
advise him when the executioner was located* I told him we 
would like to go over arrangements for us to go from the 
garage to the death house* He suggested we not move until 
7:00 p*m* I told him we would be guided by his wisTies but 
wanted to talk further about this* 


3:20 D*m* 


I advised Mr* Ladd regarding the above conversation 
with the Warden* Mr* Ladd said to be sure and notify the 
Director at once regarding the execution* 


3:31 D*m* 


The Director inquired if Francel, the executioner, 
were located* I told him no; that the Resident Agent was on 
the way up; that the State Police were alerted and when he 
was located we would have him call the Warden at once and 
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would bring hin down by Bureau oar if necessary. The 
Director instructed that he be advised at once when 
Franoel was located. 


4t05 D.w. 


Warden Denno advised that the execution would 
be between 7:45 and 8:00 p,n, if the executioner roas there, 
J told him we would not want to examine the effects of the 
subjects at Sing Sing, He said he would turn them over to 
the Marshal and toe could make arrangements in Hew York 
if we desired. The Marshal had not arrived as yet, I 
told the Warden we would have the certified. papers from 
the Supreme Court and would advise him when they arrived. 

He said France 1 was not yet located, X told the Warden 
it was most important for us to know at once iHien the 
execution takes place. He said he would arrange for a 
guard to tip us off, I told him we appreciated the fact 
that no mention had been made of us as being at the Prison, 
and he said he would continue to make no mention of us. 

He reiterated that 7:00 p,m, was the best time for us to 
go to the death house and he would arrange for that. 


4:15 D,m, 

ASAC Whelan advised that it was 96 to 100 miles 
from Cairo to Ossining and that Francel had not yet been 
located. 


4:15 v,m. 


Agent Miller advised that Agents had left 
LaGuardia Field with the Supreme Court papers and it would 
take a little over an hour to reach Sing Sing, 


4:80 D,m, 

I advised the Director regarding my conver^sation 
with Warden Denno at 4:05 p.m, and with Agent Miller and 
with ASAC Whelan at 4:15 p,m, I also mentioned to the 
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Director that we had seen a Coast Guard helicopter in the 
vicinity of Sing Sing; that I had talked to Whelan as to 
whether we could get the Coast Guard to send the helicopter 
up to Cairo to bring the executioner down, and Whelan thought 
we could, I suggested that in view of the time element, 
we explore this. The Director said to go ahead. 


4s25 v,m. 


I called Whelan at New York and he said France 1 
had just been located; that our Agent and a State Trooper 
were with him and he was being sent down immediately by 
State Trooper Car 529, The Agent is following to make 
sure there is no delay. 


4:28 v,m. 


I advised the Director that Francel had been 

located, 

4:33 D,m, 

J advised the Warden that Francel had been located. 
He said he had just received a call from the State Police 
to that effect. He said the execution was now set for 

8:00 p,m, 

4:38_P,m^ 

I advised the Director that the Warden had said 
the execution was set for 8:00 p,m. 


4e55 p,mm 

The Director advised that Mr, Rogers of the 
Department had raised the question of a possible protest 
by the Rabbi regarding execution during the Jewish 
Sabbath, A check had been made at the Weather Bureau, 
which said that sundown was 8:36 p,n, on June 19, The 
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Bireotor said that if the Rabbi does protest, the Warden 

should advise the Marshal, who would oall Washington, — 
C»; that I should point out to the Warden that 6:36 
is sundown and arrange for the Warden to call me if the 
Rabbi protests* The Director said the Rabbi stated upon 
leaving for Sing Sing that he would ask for a postponement 
if the Rosenbergs asked for a postponement on the basis 
of the Jewish Sabbath* 


SfOS v*m* 

SAC Miller advised that New York Car 336 had 
Just passed Briarcliff, New York, on the way to Sing Sing* 
In order that additional Agents would not come to the 
Prison, I sent out Agents Harrington and Minihan with a 
Bureau car to get the papers and bring them back* 


S s3S p« m* 


The papers arrived* Warden Denno was notified* 

He could not leave his office and asked to have his personal 
guard bring them over* He said the Marshal was with him* 


Ss37 i3*n* 

I called the Director and advised him we had the 
papers and are delivering them to the Warden, through the 
guard at his request* The Director advised that both copies 
should be given to the Warden* 


5:38 p,m* 


Guard Ray Cammarata loas given the papers to 

deliver*. 


g tOP. Rx Jl ix 


Guard Cammarata advised that the papers had been 
delivered to the Warden* 
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Warden Denno was advised of the Rabbi^e statement 
oonoeming possible postponement if the Rosenbergs ashed for 
it on the basis of the Jewish Sabbath, He said the Rabbi,, 
had not raised any issue while he was in his office. The 
Rabbi had stated that orthodox Jews were against executions 
but if it was carried out^ there was no objection if it were 
before the Sabbath, 


6:17 juM, 


SAC Boardnan advised that executioner Franoel was 
opposite Beacon, New York, about 30 minutes from Sing Sing, 





c ^ / .... k ■: s Of. 


Warden Denno said he had received a call from some 
woman, reputedly from Attorney General Brownell's office, 
to the effect that Justice Vinson was cpnsidering another 
stay, pending an insanity and lie detector test. The Warden 
asked that I check as t o the accuracy of this, although he 
believed it to be a fraud as she would not ansxoer questions 
but hung up. 


6:86 o,m. 


I called the Director and advised him of this. 
He said it would be checked, I told him that Francel was 
at Beacon, about 30 minutes from Sing Sing, 



The Director advised that there was not a single 
foundation for the alleged call from the Attorney General's 
office; that there had been no calls from the Attorney 
General's office. 


6:35 D,m, 


The Warden was advised. 
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6i50 D.w« 
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« 
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Warden Denno called advise he had received 
a telegram, signed **Emanuel Btl^och," postmarked Few Yor k, 
June 19, reading as follows: "Under Rule 38 of the 
federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, a sentence of death 
is stayed automatically if an appeal is taken* There is 
now pending in the Federal Court of Appeals, an appeal 
from a denial of a petition attacking the sentence of 
death* Tou are on notice that the execution of the 
Rosenbergs would be in violation of law and that a wrxt 
of mandamus will be sought immediately, staying the 
execution," I asked for the symbols on the telegram, 
and the Warden gave them as follows: 

STB 103 56 

ST NC493 Long BL - PDF Few Tork 
347 PFE June 19, 1953 
PM 402 

The Warden said that attorney Bloch had talked 
with the U, S, Marshal after 4:10 p,m, from Washington 
and, therefore, this wire must have come from someone 
else. He wanted to know what his position was, I told 
him T would check. 



6:55 D,m, 

I called the DireStor and read this telegram to 
him and to Mr, Rogers, I advised that Bloch had talked with 
the Marshal after 4:10 p,m, from Washington and the wire 
was not mentioned by Bloch, I told them this might apply 
to attorney Kinoy^s motion of June 18 before Judge Kaufman 
in Few Tork, who turned it down today. The radio indicated 
that Kinoy was going to appeal to the Circuit Court of 
Appeals at Few Haven, where Judge Swan is, and that this, 
may have reference to that appeal, I advised that the 
Warden wants to be sure of his position, although he 
thinks the telegram is a fraud, Mr* Rogers said that Bloch 
had made a statement that he had exhausted all legal steps, 
but that this would be checked. 
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7:10 


» • 
» 


I called Warden Denno and .told him that we 
are checking on this wire. He advised that any emergency 
call to him after he leaves the Administration Building 
at 3 minutes to 8 should be made to Ossining 2-0108 ~ 

and ask for Emergency 94. I told Warden Denno we should 
be getting down to the death house. He said he would 
see if it was clear and have Guard Cavmarata take us 
down. I repeated to him that we wanted to know at once 
when the executions take place. I told him this was 
procedural and did not involve publicity. The Warden 
said that this would be taken care of. 


7:20 D.m. 

I advised the Director that the executions r had 
reached Sing Sing and gave the Director the emergency 
number to reach the Warden after 3 minutes to 8. The 
Director advised that Rogers was checking on the wire to 

the Warden. 


7^25 P • 

The 4 Bureau Agents ^ 2 stenographers and myself 
were transported by station wagon to the death house. 


7:28 D.m. 

The Director called. Ur. Rogers said that he 
cannot find any appeal in any court; that they have checked 
and Bloch is in Washington and could not have signed the 
wire. The news ticker reflects that Bloch says he is 
abandoning any further legal action. Judge Swan and 
Judge Frank considered a motion in Connecticut at 6:00 
and denied it. I told the Director that we are in the death 

house. 


7:35 D.m. 

I advised Warden Denno of the results of the check 
on the wire signed Bloch. 


13 - 


J aduiaed the Director that Julius Rosenberg had 
been executed as of 6tOS 


J advised the Director that Ethel Rosenberg had 
been executed as of 8:15 p*n« 

I mentioned I had told the Warden there would be 
no publicity from Washington in view of the fact the Warden 
had a tight control on the press to see that the press all 
got an even breaks Mr^ Rogers agreed that there would be 
no publicity from Washington, The Director instructed that 
we stand by, 

9:05 D,m^ - 


The Director called t<^ advise t hat a copy of the 
telegram to the warden, signed Emanuel E, Bloch,** should 
be furnished to the New York Office and sent by teletype 
to the Bureau, The Director advised that we could leave 
the Prison when matters were clear and that we should 
thank the Warden, 


9:20 D,m, 

We received word that the Warden advised things 
were clear for us to leave the death house, and we left. 


9! 25 D,m, 


I octl led the Warden from the garage and expressed 
our very great appreciation for the manner in which he had 
handled the entire matter. He advised that both of the 
Rosenberga had gone to the chair with no apparent emotion 
and that they had made no requests whatever to make a 
statement. 


9:30 p,m. 


We departed from Sing Sing Prison, 
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edly received a threatenl ri;» letter tecaase of his execution of 
Rosenberf^s. McCebe said the letter is being handled by the Ne4''''Vork 
State Police and Is not being subin'tted to the F^T for investigation, 
McCabe was Instructed to send in full details to the Bureau by alrtej. 
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Dear Sel^bors 

Re have no way Of knowing how much you know, 
about The Rosenberg Case but you must ^ve ; 
heeird something about it* We^ who 
this appeal, have been deeply stirred by it* 
and especially so since the Rosenbergs are 
near us in the Death House at Sing Sing* 

We have taken It upon ourselves to study bhe 
facts In this case and we are now facfj with 
the terrifying conclusion that the Death 
Sentence Is a monstrous 

alleged crime BKMJSE ‘he «rlme trtth w^ch 
the Rosenbergs were 

ESPIONAGE. And this Is the first J^® 
history that such a terrible punishment has 
bean given for such an alleged crliae# 

In simple humanity we ask you to read 
In the^enclosed brochure and then to - 

President EJaenhower for clemency* “ 

and your children will have sweeter sleep if ^ 
the Rosenberg parents are saved from the 
electric chair. • 

With d eep sincerity 

northern WESTCHESTER CHAPTER 
Of the COMMITTEE TO SECURE 
JUSTICE IN THE ROSEfiBERG CASB 
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Dear Mr. 


found in my mail box this morning- 
iLVHiVchM il< i ^ reaiuo ^ " 
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SAC, New York (100^107111) 

Oireotor, FBI (100^367635) 

NATIONAL GOUUiml TO ^GURS 
IN TBS ROSSNBSBG CASS ' ^^ ■ 

INTSBNAL SSCGRltr • G 


June S3, 1953 


/i. w - »T 
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There ark enoloeed for your information two 
Photosfote of a letter dated 6/S/S3 and signed by the 
Northern Weatchester Chapter of the eaptioned organiaa^ 
tion^ h'-' 

The original copy of thia letter aaa fortoarded 
to the Bureau by Balter Winchell^ tpho reeeiued it from 


resident'^ of CrotOHm 
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JULIUS ROSENBERG, ETAL, ESP - R* REMYTEL JUNE EIGHTEEN ^CERNIN 
PETITION AS AMlCUS CURIAE FILED BY R, BOWLAjj^^jRlTCHE OF WICHITA, 
K ANSA S t JUDGE RYAN DENIED SAME AT TWO FIFTEEN PM THIS DATE. 



BOARDMAN 
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ujpce lyum^JTmuium ♦ onited states government 

2£B. XitDD ^ 5L DATE: June 26, 2953 


TO 


ntOM 


mt. 


tV B J BCT; 



JULIUS R0 SEN BERG, ET AL 
ESPIONAGE - S 



On the evening of June IS, 1953, ASAC Whelan of New York 
called to advise that Eddie/Ransel of the New York Times had 
informally discussed with aim a campaign being waged by the _ 
Rosenbergs and the Communist Party for clemency or stay of execution* 
Ransel expressed the opinion that the defense has been making con- 
siderable headway from a propaganda standpoint and he wondered 
whether it was not possible for the Government to hit back through 
the medium of newspapers to counteract this propaganda* He said 
that he realised the Government may not be in a position ^to carry 
the ball" but perhaps he could be of assistance through the New York 
Times* 







Ur* Whelan said that he realised that anything the 
Government said in connection with this case would be seised upon 
'by the defense as additional material for propaganda and that if ' 

the New York Times is going to attempt to counteract the propaganda, ^ 

it would have to be on their own* He wondered whether there 
was any slant we would want to give the New York Times for this 


purpose* 


a 

LU 


o 

o 


I told Ur* Whelan it was my frank opinion that the 
overnment should hot be pushed into making any disclosures ar comments^ 
counteract this propaganda; that it has been made clear to the 

erican public that, first, the Rosenbergs are guilty, and, second, 
hat the Rosenbergs have the means to ameliorate their sentence jr. 
e explained to them by Judge Kaufman* Ur* Whelan said that fs-A. 

( {Eddie Ransel has been highly cooperative with the New York Office ^ — 

\ land he believes him to be trustworthy and loyal* 




CTION: 


For your information* I question that 
to take advantaae of Ransel' s' offer for 


position to^ake advantage of 
reasons 


we are in a 
for the above 



AHBtmer 


all information contained 
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MSMORANOOM FOR MR. TOLSOI* 

^■; ■ . mR.'..ladp v.;-v 

',- ' MR. BELMONt 
oi e V MR. NICHOLS 


, .;vir>:‘ 
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Th* Attorney CleaerM called and staUd ttwi Oepoty 
Attorney General Rogers and Fred MnlUn were witk him 
and he thought Mr. Rogers and Mr. Mullen would come over 
to my ofllce and he would go on home at 6:10. 1 told him we 
would keep U touch with him by phone U anything turned up. 

He staled they had received a clearance from Acting Solicitor . . 
General Stern who stated every petition had been turned dowm 
1 told the Attorney General that 1 bad Just talked to our Agents 
at Sing Sing la the Death House and ttey say there la no 
indication of any break at all so 1 thought everything was aU 
right and we would keep In touch with him. 



vary truly yours. 

*j:e: a; 

Joha Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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EMOEANDUM for MR. TOLSOW 

MR. LADO 
MR. BELMONT 
MR. NICHOLS 


I called Mr. Belmoal and advised him that the exeeutioa 
will go through this evealag aad the President will shortly auoance 

tt« .1 1fc.U pi... I e..iu.«a Ua Oat HW «» 

W»rm.ao. K. go ..pood Mm .1 

Urn *h«B « »*• tonegUy aaooBced, I .Ulod U»l «». 

the Director of the Bureau of Prisons, will call the 0. S. Marshal 

In due time. X told Mr. Belmont that I had just spoken to the 

AtuTroey CneroU who w.. .1 th. Vhlt. Hoo... •>< “•» V* 

a pr... nice .od Um M.t.Ii. 1 wUl b. la.lrucUd to 11. 

of eaccution, which Is to be sometime between 7:15 and simdowa. 

Mr. Belmont was advised that 1 would be on duty aU 

this was over and I would let him know as soon as It is olticielly 

over the wire and then he could talk to the other Agents and set up 

whatever procedures were necessary. 


Very truly youra. 


-> 






John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


t 
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June 19* 19 S3 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSOM 
_ ^ MR. LADD 

Juu,oS. MR. BELMONT 

MR. NICHOLS 

Mr. B«lmoal cftUtS from Slag Slag Prlsoo to advl»« 
that Warden Denao had received a call purporllag to come 
from aome woman la Attorney General Brownell’a Office. 

He aUted the woman aaid that Juatlce Vlnaoa waa conalderlag 
atay of execution and the giving of a Ue detector teat 
and an Inaanlty test to the Roaeaberga. Mr. Belmmxt aUted 
when the W arden asked her to repeat her name ahe hung up 
and now the Warden waa asking ua to check on this to make 
sure there waa nothing to It. I told Mr. Belmont we would 
check on this right away. Mr. Belmont advised me at this 
time that the Executioner waa about thirty mlnutea away. 


Very tr«ily yours* 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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June 19* 1953 



FCR MR. TOXJSCN 
UK. LAD1> 

MR. &£LMCKT 
MR. NICHOX^ 


O 


My. Belmont cnlied to advise Julins Rosenberg 
had been elsctrocoted and they had gone to get Eihel uooeiaberg. 1 told 


Mxn to advise os as soon as this was dons. 


Sd7 


Ur. Bslmon: called back to advise that P.osan* 

ber^ had been elecirc-cutcd. Ur. Etilmont siaied he promised the w ardeii 


there would be no puldicity out oi aishington and 1 stated that would be 
adhered to. Mr. Regers* who was on the phene with me* agreed and 
aske Is and Mr. Belmont advised that Julios was electro* 

cuted a^:0i) and Cihsl at 8:15. but he did not have the exact time and 
would have to verily this. Mr. Rogers stated this was close enough and 
I asked Mr. Belmont to eiand by as 1 would be talking to him about the 
closing up cl this eituati^m. 
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Very truly yours* 

J::) ^ /'f~ 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOL,SON 


O 

A oi €■ // S J 


MR. LADD 
MR. BELMONT 
MR. NICHOLS 


I called the Attorney Geaeral aad in W» absence 
spoke to Deputy Attorney General Rogers and advised him that 
wV had Just learned that the Warden had received a call from a 
woman Identilying herself as secretory to tlw Attorney General 
advising him# Hw V/arden* that the Chief Justice was now 
considering the giving of a He detector test and an insanity test 
to the Rosenbergs. I stated the Warden asked her to repeat 
her name and she hung up and the Warden wanted us to verify 
whether there was any foundation for this or whether this was 
a crank. Mr. Rogers stated there was no foundation for this. 

Very truly yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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alji^ Juac 19# 1955 

memorandum form*. 

I caUed Mr. 

had eaacelled tlw atay o£ thara arose ak Ibe Attoraey Ceoeral’a 

tt. 4.UIU. I toW »•“ rir«cto“ol tt« B««“ »* 

dinner qalU an enUnded raleed the %ue»Uen as M wketber 

a« Preal^nl Bennett «aa Ihe only on. who urged com- 

of thooa of ua vEo ware prcsao*# 

matatioa. 

, .mt«. that then tt- lacl «ml tt.. 

down tonlgbl and nrna aattl l^h^ulTbl executed on a Jewish Sunday. I 

aroae as to whether the Roaenbe g hiatus. I indicated there was a sug- 

comn.ented that this but it seamed to be the feeling 

gestlon they be executed beao ^ commented that Bennett also 

that that might be a little lootas • ready by sundown today. I 

^po..d Iht. »d auied Ih. «S;?.r tti. U:J0 lancheon 

e^meaWd that tba malUr «“ Oiaa ba axecuUd attar 

tVuuri:;tvat‘^ “**'^** 

^.LTwm ^ bach la court aVf b.tor. Jud*. Kautman. 


,1 

^L>< 


folsoo-. 

,sdd 

iichota - 
3et(DOOt 
-lagg -- 
Stsvin — 

Harbo — 
Rosen _ 

Tracy — 
Gesny - 

Mohr 

fioterrowd — 
Tele. Room.. 
HoUomso 


I then asked Mr. Betmont what "“'‘j .^^him 

war. thta moratng and ha •‘a**'* **“/*!.! {.Jin axc'cuttoa and Mr. Belmont 
conlidenttaUy how tong It ^ **ecullou within an hour'* notlc.t 

.toted the » “■* “^ ** told^ Executioner to b. available at 6:00 

^‘m* ttu“t.*r^to it up. * aommeated I would keep thl. m ramd. 

^ ■ Mr. Behnont ttma .d..ed^M ^ 

3xpreesed wne that he **futd down In the prteon which waa aay lime 

ir daylight, but when tUngt •**“** gig bettevc the Warden 

:r.m 0:00 o-eto.k on. ./^rnoon. 1 atatod « ttm 


trom V.00 o-eloek oa. H. alated. Mwevar. « g „ , 

l:uld object U they de.ired it carried out Uu. atternoon. 

RfCORDEO.) 

Jci'i ' 


iizoo 

jliss Gandy 









emcaUoa takes place lomasrow we thought it ought to he aet up aomewhare 
hetweea 9:00 aad 10:00 o'clock rather Uiaa 11:00 o'clock tomorrow alght ati« 

Ut» Belmoat stated 9:00 o'clock would be very appropriate, 1 told hir. Belmoat 
that I would keep the Warden's comment in mind in today'e diacueaioa aad 
would let him know the reaulte. 


Very truly youroa 

B.fi . 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


cc-Mr, Holloman 
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MEMORAHOUM FOR MR. TOLSON 

MR. LAOD 
MR. BELMONT 
MR. NICHOLS 


Xiy. Bclmoat called leom Stag Sing amd stated that yi^rdttk 
Dea&o was ia secelpt of a telegi^asB pestmashed at New Torh at 3*47 P.M. . 
Dated June 19. 1953. which read as follows: (X asked Mr. Rogers to come 
oa the llae while this was read). 




no4«r Hal. 3. ot Fc4cr.l R.U. of CrtmlAOl Proceduroa* 


seateace of death Is stayed aatoanatically if aa appeal 
is takea. There is aow pending la tha'Federal Coart of 




Tolsoe ~ 
Lsdd — 
Nichols . 
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Cle*« — 
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Geany 

Mohr 

9iaterrowd — 
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ilollomao 

Si 200 
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Appeals Sin appeal from the denial of a petition attacking 
the sentence of death. Ton are oa notice that the execatioa 
of the Roseobergs would be ia violation of the taw aad that 
a writ of mandamus will be sought immediately to stay the 
execution. Emaauel P. Bloch. " 


Mr. Beimont advised that the Warden stated the U. b. Marshal 
had talked to Bloch after 4:10 P.M. from Washington. O. C. so apparently 
the wire la not directly from Bloch, aad he. the Wardea. desired that a 
check be made on this aa to his position. Mr. Belmont stated it was pos- 
sible this was sent by aa attorney by the name of Kinoy. whs had filed a r . 
motion before Judge Kaufman yesterday advising he intended to appeal to 
the Circuit Court ta New Torh. He stated Kiaoy may have been representing 
Bloch. Mr. Rogers thea spoke up aad stated that Bloch issued a statement, 
which l^d come over the wire a short time ago. saying that he had abandoned 
all his legal remedies . Mr. Rogers thought he. Mr. Belmont, might call 
this to the Warden’s atteatioa. Mr. Rogers also stated that Mr. Belmont 
would be called regarding this. 


e. -'i*' » 
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Very truly yours. 

i. t. 1^- 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



cc>Mr. Mwttoir.ae 
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M£MOItAHDUM FOR MR. TOLSOH 
^ MR. LAOO 

p ^ MR. BELMONT 

^St**6eA^ MR. NICHOLS 




Mr. B«lmoat called me from Sing Slag PrlsM to 
advise that they had Jost received a call from Asslstaat 
Special Agent la Charge Whelan who advises have located 
the Executioner at his home. He Stated the Executioner had 
been put in a State Troopers* car and a Bureau car was following 
in case anything should break down. 1 instructed Mr. Belmont 
to advise the Warden of this. 


Tolsoe 
Ladd — 


Nichols 

Belmont 



Glsvtn 

Nsrbo - 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Geany 

Mohr_^_- 

^iocerrowd 

Tele. Room _ 
Holloman 
Si zoo 
Miss Gand 


(4:40) Mr. Belmont called me back to advise that he had 

just talked to the Warden conccjming the above and the Wardea 
had alao been trying to get in touch with him as he. the Warden, 
had been advised of this by the State Police. Mr. Belmont advised 
UaI the Warden had set the execniion for d:00 P.M. and that the 
Executioaer will be there in plenty of time. 1 stated this was fine 
and asked that 1 be advised as soon as the Agents arrive with the 
writs. Mr. Belmont stated this would bs done. 


/: 


I 


(4:S5) 1 catted Mr. Bclmon! again a little later and advised 

him that Deputy Attorney General Rogers has raised the question^ ^ 
making any protest as the evening comes on. I staled it might be 
well for him to make a comment to the W'arden concerning this situa* 
tion. Mr. Belmont was advised that Mcording to the press ticker the 
Rabbi had announced, before he left his horns, that he would request 
a postponemcat of the execution if the Roseabergsi % should ask for 
it if ths sxecution was going to take place tonight. X commented that 
at that time the Rabbi was assuming the execution was going to take 
place at 11:00 o*cloek. X stated the Department has checked with the 
Weather Bureau and has - learned that sundown in New York is at 
8:36 and therefore if the execution takes place at 8:00 it will be over 
by 8:05 or 8:10 at the latest. 1 told Mr. Belmont 1 did not want to 
ask the Warden to speak to the Fabbi but just to suggest be might be 
alert to this possibility as we want no objection raised. Mr. Belmont 
then inquired concerning the procedure in ** 

raised by the F^fttibi and 1 told him it would be to the Warden v 
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to ol«rt him. Belmoat, and alao c<mv«y U to tha Marshal ao tha 
Marshal could commaalcate this Information down hara so it . 
coold ba taken care of right away • 1 stated* however* It eonUU 
be pointed out to the Rabbi that the Jewish Sabbath does not 
commence until t:36 and it will all be over before the Sabbath 
starts. ; ■ 

( 5:41) Mr. Bctmoat called me again to advUe that he had 

received the documents from the Supreme Court and he was 
sending them over to the Warden by one of his guards in view of 
the fact the Warden could not get n^y from his office at that time. 
Mr. Belmont stated he had an origial and a copy and he assumed 
that both were to be delivered to the Warden and 1 told him that 
was right. 

Very truly yours* 


Juhn Edgar Hoover 
Director 


cC'Mr. Holloman 


Tolsoe 

Ladd ___ 

Nichols J£K:EH 

BelooftC 

Clegg 

ClsvtD 

Hsrbo 

Roseo 

Tracy 

Geany 

Mohr 

VioieiTowd — 

Tele. Room _ 

SloUoman 

Si zoo 

Miss Caody „ 


w 









CO*’ 

^ ^. *.': -0 
*L''’** \ fW.*4ll'^ A 

fO-V'^" • :• al 


Gfv'*- 



.15' 



JoM 19. 19SS 


bols . 

nnont 


1 


0 


MEMORANOOM for MR. TOUSON 

:? MR. LADD 

yri ^ ^ /y / « ^ ^ WR- BELMONT 

l MR. NICHOl^ 


Mr. B«U>iobI «»U»4 to »4 »Im Oat no «rd had be.. '«**”"* 

„ M« Earcatloaer .. y.1. nor h.d 0>. Ward.. 

b.w.v.r. «at h. would h.v. . r.porl .rom «r Ag.J^ ^ 

Is Ciro. wilhi. Ih. oe** l«« «bI«»‘«»- ‘ 

• j * t* «M<R FmumI th%tx ltt*iulr«d whclacr « wa# uiiacr 

and wa* advised It was Frwcel wa wen i Mr. Belmont sUUd tbal 

Inalructions to be at * ni-hL however, today the Warden told them 

... wh.1 th. V. «d.. UM hto ,,a,d uk. .bool two 

tbot Fr.oc.1 wa. go 8 a* « L. ' tssiaior I aal«d that would bring him In 
and a half hours to come down to v.'ssiamg. i •»«« «»• 

too late Mr. Belmont stated he had just talked to the t'. arden a^ 

l«c!uon war ... lor b.lw..n 7:45 and «:00. « Or. 

M r. B.lnionl thsughi It might b« a good idea to contact tha Co 
York and bav. tl»m g.t a h.llcoptor up aroand 
nin’ty.aix mil., horn Sing Sing. M.d 1 told him to go ahead and do Oua. 

g:*^« toV?w ^«kt;rtorM:~^^ «.l « I«l « i. .......ry m contact. 

him down there that can be done. 1 agreed. 

s'SKr.^ ~ -.“r 

n: ~ »•; • 

waa no UdicatlM that the 5 . jq; that tha Agent had reached 

es;": toe%t»rin°“ :‘rd?r to i^id'eT Jo" people 

“I agreed OB lhi» procedure and acked to be advise S^^33 / T 



terrowd — 
e. Room — 

tomnn 
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^uv.«d W ^ 

hto*ir^«W bT better to give the docae^ot. to ** ““ 

order, were to give them to either the TH.erdea or the Mer»hel. 


Very truly yoore* 

J. cr* H' ' 

John Edger BodVer 
Director 


\ 
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Nichols*- 


Belinoot — — 
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June 19» 1953 


MEftftOEANDUM FOR MR. TOL-SON 

MR. LADO 

Q MR. BELMONT 

MR. mCHOLS 


X caUed Mr. Belroottl to »e« U aoy word Rad beea received 
conceraias Eaecutloaer and he advUed me there was noae; that he 
had jttsl talked to the Warden and the W arden had the SUU Police 
to the CataklU. looking for him. I ia^iulred where he had fione and was 
advised that the Eaecutloaer did coatractlng work and apparently ^d 
been bothered by so many people that he had token the phone o« the 
hook aad the Warden had aot beea able to reach him. Mr. Belmont 
advised me that the Executioner lived at Cairo and that we have a 
resident Agent near there who is on his way with iastructioas to 
locale this individual and have hirr. call the V arden inunedialely an 
stand by to bring him down. 1 staUd whichever one could bring 
him down the *iuickest, our Agents or the i>tote Troupers, should do 
it. i asked Mr. Belmont to make those arrangements and call me 
at the first word he gels as to the Executioner's location and the 
approumate lime he can gel to the prison. 

/ 

Very truly yours. 


/I 




n 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Tolsoo 

Ladd 

Ntcbols 

Belmoat 

Clegg 

Glsvtn 

Harbo 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Gearty 

Mohr 

Vinterrosd 
Tele. Room ^ 
Hollomaa — 

Siroo 

Miss Gandy - 
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memorandum for MR. TOl-SON 

^ MR. LADD 

% MR. BEl-MONT 

/to S e W ^ ^ MR. NICHOLS 


Deputy Attorney Cenerel Roger# ^ . 

po»«lMlitie# of Ibe Eicecutloner 

**M ^ he ^HU be »t the Prleoa ia pUaty of 

which will take mboui iwo nour. *» -Ute4 the papers have 

luo ^la Vec\7v?d M llc^^ -e* belai brought by car to Osei^g aad 

5ho.a4 b. 0i«« I. •l»« «orlr-It« iDU»i»«». Mr. ti, 

oTst Mareil had not yet arrived but that he was ea.Toute by autoroobUe. 

I c<Knm.nl.d that U« M.rihM luid m.a« M ^ Mr. Rogrr. «UUd 

Y-^rk that he wm» proc€e4la2 with his assistants ana a 

SlT Ld co^cud Mr.' B.n«.« Iron. 0.. ttMU Hour. «d had .o.d Mm Umt 
the Marshal was not to say anything. 

1 also told Mr. Rogers that the Rosenbergs had a visit tMs 

* -"T£££S5S?f£rd 
SHSSrfjr £Sr„“ r. .rJ. 

Warden's staff. 

Mr. Rog.r. then ..k.d wtaUmr ta-* 

“r Ag«t. .1 SUg Slag o. «u.. I told Mr. R.g.r. Ihat U» ...cutloa. woai 
be over before the Jewish Sabbath began. 

^ Very truly yours, > ^ ^ . 

.ZZ I ' -■ • ; •• ■;■''■ ■•• I tKCOf^OPb-gf 

S f> II R- ^ n 'r - O i ^ . f V John Edgar Hoover 

5 Idl3 r:' V-' Director 


Tolsoo — ■ 

Ladd 

Nichols ■ — 

Belmont 

Clegg 

Gltvin.-. — — 

Hsrbo rr- y-j 

rZ-^t 6 JUN 

SriTTcc-Mr. Ho 

fiftterr«sd — 

Tele. Room — 

;-rzl:"rzjEH:EK 

OanJy - 
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memorandum for MR. TOLSpN 

MR. LADD 

Re: Rosenberg Case MR. BELMONT 

MK. MCHGLS 


Tba Attorney General called sn« to iaqoiro if there n^as 
an/tlung now. I advised that Mr. Rogers was also on the pbiiBc and told 
ibe last word we bad was tlmt they left tlta Death licnse at 9:57 and it 
was joat now 8:00 p.m. and we were expecting word any mlmite. 1 stated 
there had not been any indication they wimtd talk and thdt Mr. Rogers Intd 
advised Mr. Belmont to Inform the Warden about the resulis of the check on 
the " latest telegram which arrived, abont eomethiag pending in Court, 1 
slated the Ilosesibergs were not scheduled to enter until esactly 8:00 and I 
thoughi. there might be a few rr.jKutes dra'i; on ihat; 'lie.t Juliuo would go first 
and Ethc'l v»'CJU.lti fi^Uow, I told ibii Aitornoy General it was now exacvly 
and we should be getting a call very shortly. lie asked that ^vc call h'>m. 

Mr, Hagers then came on and stated the Deputy M-axsbal talked with ihem 
a little while ago and stated everything was in good order and there wae no 
pr-ablam at all. 



Very truly yours « 



J;>hn Sdgar Hoover 
Director 


Tolaoo 

Udd 

Nichols 

Belsjoat . 

Cleg* 

SllJltZIEHunpd 

Rosen 
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8:20 


ToImm 

L»<M 

Ntcbolt 

Bclaofit 

Cleg* 

GUvin — 

Htrbo — 

Rosen 

Trscy 

Geany 

Mohr 

•ioieiTOwd — 

Tele. Room - 

Holloman 

Si zoo 



Re: 




Rosenberg Case 


for MR. TOLSON 

jylR. UJ>D 
MR. BELMONT 
MR. NICHQLS 


n « «« vi'arrey General Rogers called tbe Attorney 

Diyi'ttvy Au^ir. y eleclrocucions 

acral to adviee him vhat He stated v?e did not 

,d taknn puci! a: tailed aair^Bo 

lY* an/ Idlin on it /et ^ ^ Aonld a»t »» 

ho tarn. ont. Tto Attoraoy a Ulil, vha. to aee ii 

M Vir. Rogora ataied oUierilaa. tl thora n* no'-hine. 




Very truly yours. 

J 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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^ o MEMORANI>UM FOR MIt, TOLSON 

- 3 ij 4 Lr/ os VIH* l^ADO / 

MR. RELMONt 

Re: Roaenberg Case HICHOLS 

Mr. Villiam liogsra called ibe Attorney General 
and stated they bad talked to the Warden vbo iadleated ibat things 
T/crt iitut as tl^re were bo outbarsce ol any kind atad so eBootiua. 

He xras prcnottnced dead at StO^ 3/4 and sbe at 8d6. He stated 
tbs newspaper people were perfectly bappy and tberc a'ore bo 
coTfiFlain.s and aa far as be could tell cverylbSng went all right, 
Ihv At, :>rne/ G ;nexal staerd ho vas glad to g,'t this report. Mr, 
.Iv:=;cr3 stated be vb-.'ugh, hi would ioave as be did nc»t tb nk there 
would be any need to wait any longer. The Attornoy G‘:fteral asked 
Mr. Rogers to tbank everyone. 





Very truly yours* 

* J-- 

'tr/r 


I 


if', 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Ojjice JSAsfnofandum • united states government 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr» Kick 



DATE: 


June 19, 19o3 


MRS. BRUC^RYAN 
EL CENTRO, CALI FORMA 
TELEPHONE CALL TO THE BUREAU ON 
6-19-53 RSl-ARDING- ROSENBERC CASE 

I yj s 



Mrs . 



At 7:40 p.m., on 6-19-53 a woman giving the name 
Bruce Ryan called from El Centro, California, and asked 
for the Director. The call was referred to SA Melvin L. Long 
in Crime Records Section, 

1 - 

Mrs. Ryan stated that she wanted to make a plea for 
the Rosenbergs because she thought that two innocent people were 
about to die. It was explained to her that the Bureau is 
strictly an investigative agency and could therefore be of no 
assistance with regard to her plea. She stated that she had 
failed in ef forts to contact the President and Mrs. Ei senhower 



and she tkouaht that she would now try to reach Justice Douglas. 


sciisfi ed 


Mhen Mrs. Ryan hung up she appeard 
with her call to the Bureau. 


to 


have been 


No data in Bufiles could be identified loith Mrs. Ryan. 


RECEMMELDA TICK: 


None. For information. 



cc - Mr. Nichols 
cc - .Tele phone Room 
cc - Mr, Holloman 
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 






Julius Rosenberg and Ethel] 
Rosenberg, Petitioners, 

V. 

The United States of America.] 


I Application for a Stay. 



[June 17, 1953.] 


Mr. Justice Douglas. 

These are two applications for a stay of e.xecution made 
to me after adjournment of the Court on June 15, 1953. 
The first raises questions concerning the fairness of the 
trial of the Rosenbergs. I have heard oral argument 
on that motion and considered the papers that have been 
filed. This application does not present points sub- 
stantially different from those which the Court has al- 
ready considered in its several decisions to deny review 
of the case, to deny a stay of execution, and to deny a 
petition for a writ of habeas corpus. While I differed 
with the Court and thought the case should have been 
reviewed, the Court has spoken and I bov.’ to its decision. 
Although I have the power to grant a stay, I could not 
do so responsibly on grounds the Court has already 
rejected. 

Another motion for stay, together with a petition for 
wTit of habeas corpus challenges the power of the District 
Court to impose the death sentence on the Rosenbergs. 
The Espionage -\ct (50 U. S. C. § 32 (a)) provides: 

“Whoever, with intent or reason to believe that 
it is to be used to the injury of the United States or 
to the advantage oj a foreign nation, communicates, 
delivers, or transmits, or attempts to, or aids or in- 
duces another to, communicate, deliver, or transmit, 
to any foreign government, or to any faction or party 
. or military or naval force within a foreign country, 
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2 ROSENBERG v. UNITED STATES. 

whether recognized or unrecognized by the United 
States, or to any representative, oflBcer, agent, em- 
ployee, subject, or citizen thereof^ either directly or 
indirectly, any document, writing, code book, signal 
book, sketch, photograph, photographic negative, 
blue print, plan, map, model, note, instrument, ap- 
pliance, or information relating to the national de- 
fense, shall be punished by imprisonment for not 
more than twenty years: Provided, That whoever 
shall violate the provisions oj subsection (a) of this 
section in time of war shall be punished by death 
or by imprisonment for not more than thirty 
years . . . (Italics added.) 

Section 34 provides: 

“If two or more persons chnspire to violate the 
provisions of sections two or three of this title and 
one or more of such persons does any act to effect 
the object of the conspiracy, each of the parties to 
such conspiracy shall be punished as in said sections 
provided in the case of the doing of the act the ac- 
complishment of which is the object of such con- 
spiracy. Except as above provided conspiracies to 
commit offenses under this title shall be punished 
as provided by section thirty-seven of the Act to 
codify, revise, and amend the penal laws of the 
United States approved March fourth, nineteen 
hundred and nine.’' 

The indictment, which was returned in 1951, charged 
a conspiracy to violate I 32 (a) with an intent to com- 
municate information that would be used to the advan- 
tage of a foreign nation, viz., Soviet Russia. The con- 
spiracy was alleged to have continued from June 6, 1944 
to and including June 16, 1950. The overt acts of the 
Rosenbergs which were alleged took place in 1944 and 
1945. 


ROSENBERG v. UNITED' STATES. 
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On August 1, 1946, the Atomic Energy Act became 
effective. Section 10 (b)(2) and (3) provide: 

“(2) WTioever, lawfully or unlawfully, having 
possession of, access to, control over, or being en- 
trusted with, any document, writing, sketch, photo- 
graph, plan, model, instrument, appliance, note or 
information involving or incorporating restricted 
data — '■ 

“(A) communicates, transmits, or discloses the 
same to any individual or person, or attempts or 
conspires to do any of the foregoing, with intent to 
injure the United States or with intent to secure 
an advantage to any foreign nation, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be punished by death or imprisonment 
for life (hut the penalty of death or imprisonment 
for life may he imposed only upon recommendation 
of the jury and only in cases where the offense was 
committed with intent to injure the United States ) ; 
or by a fine of not more than S20,000 or imprison- 
ment for not more than twenty years, or both;” 
(italics added). 

“(B) communicates, transmits, or discloses the 
same to any individual or person, or attempts or 
conspires to do any of the foregoing, wdth reason 
to believe such data will be utilized to injure the 
United States or to secure an advantage to any for- 
eign nation, shall, upon conviction, be punished by 
a fine of not more than $10,000 or imprisonment for 
not more than ten years, or both. 

^ It would seem that the secrets involved in this case were "restricted 
data” within the meaning of the .Act. Section 10 (b)(1) defines that 
term as meaning ‘‘all data concerning the manufacture or utilization 
of atomic weapons, the production of fissionable material, or the use 
of fissionable material in the production of power, but shall not 
include any data which the Commission from time to time determines 
may be published without adversely affecting the common defense and 
security.” 
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“(3) Whoever, with intent to injure the United 
States or with intent to secure an advantage to any 
foreign nation, acquires, or attempts or conspires to 
acquire any document, \^Titing, sketch, photograph, 
plan, model, instrument, appliance, note or informa- 
tion involving or incorporating restricted data shall, 
upon conviction thereof, be punished by death or 
imprisonment for life (but the penalty of death or 
imprisonment for life may be imposed only upon 
recommendation of the fury and only in cases where 
the offense was committed with intent to injure the 
United States) : or by a fine or not more than $20,000 
or imprisonment for not more than twenty years, 
or. both.” (Italics added.) 

It is apparent from the face of this new law that the 
District Court is without power to impose the death 
penalty except 

— upon recommendation of the jury 

and 

— where the offense teas committed ivith an intent to 

injure the United States. 

Neither of those conditions is satisfied in this case 
as the jury did not recommend the death penalty nor did 
the indictment charge that the offense was committed 
with an intent to injure the United States. If tlie Atomic 
Energy Act of 1946 is applicable to the prosecution of 
the Rosenbergs, the District Court unlawfully imposed 
the death sentence. 

The Department of Justice maintains that the Espio- 
n^ Act is applicable to the indictment because all of 
the overt acts alleged took place before the passage of 
the Atomic Energy Act of 1946. Petitioner maintains 
that since the indictment was returned subsequent to 
the Atomic Energy Act and since the conspiracy alleged. 
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though starting prior to that time, continued thereafter, 
the lighter penalties of the new Act apply. 

Curiously, this point has never been raised or pre- 
sented to this Court in any of the earlier petitions or 
applications. The first reaction is that if it was not 
raised previously, it must have no substance to it. But 
on reflection I think it presents a considerable question. 
One purpose of the Atomic Energy Act was to ameliorate 
the penalties imposed for disclosing atomic secrets. As 
S. Rep. No. 1211, 79th Cong., 2d Sess., p. 23. stated, the 
problem in drafting § 10 was to protect the “common 
defense and security” and yet assure “suflBcient freedom 
of interchange between scientists to assure the Nation 
of continued scientific progress.” 

The Rosenbergs obviously were not engaged in an* ex- 
change of scientific information in the interests of science. 
But Congress lowered the level of penalties to protect 
all those who might be charged with the unlawful dis- 
closure of atomic data. And if the Rosenbergs are the 
beneficiaries, it is merely the result of the application of 
the new law with an even hand. In any event, Congress 
prescribed the precise conditions under which the death 
penalty could be imposed. And all violators — Com- 
munists as well as non-Communists — are entitled to that - 
protection. 

This question is presented to me for the first time on the 
eve of the execution of the Rosenbergs without the benefit 
of briefs or any extended research. I cannot agree that 
it is a frivolous point or without substance. It may be 
that not every death penalty imposed for divulging 
atomic secrets need follow the jjrocedure prescribed in 
§ 10 of the Atomic Energy Act. If the crime was com- 
plete prior to the passage of that Act, possibly the old 
Espionage Act would apply. But this case is different 
in three respects: First, the offense charged was a con- 
spiracy commencing before but continuing after the date 
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of the new Act. Second, although the overt acts alleged 
were committed in 1944 and in 1945, the Government’s 
case showed acts of the Rosenbergs in pursuance of the 
conspiracy long after the new Act became effective.' 
Third, the overt acts of the co-conspirator, Sobell, were 
alleged to have taken place between January, 1946, and 
May, 1948. But the proof against Sobell, as against the 
Rosenbergs, extended well beyond the effective date of 

2 Thus the Government s brief filed July 25, 1952 in opposition to 
the petitions of the Rosenbergs and of Sobell for certiorari stated: 

“In -Fcbniarj' 1950, when the arrest of Klaus Fuchs was publicized, 
Julius (Rosenberg) went to David (Greenglass) and told him that 
Fuchs contact was the man who had got data from Ruth and David 
in June 1945; that Fuchs’ arrest meant that the Grecnglasses’ activ- 
ities would be discovered; and that therefore they would have to leave 
the country (R. 523). These warnings were renewed at the time of 
the arrest of Harry Gold (R. 52.5-52G, 709) in May 1950. During 
that month, Julius gave David $1,000, and promised him more, in 
order that David and Ruth might discliargc their obligations and 
leave the countr}' (R. 52G, 710). In addition, he gave them specific 
and detailed instructions as to how to get to Mexico and ultimately 
to the So\'iet Union (R. 526-530, 710). 

“Julius informed the Greenglasses that he and his v.ife also were 
going to flee and that they would meet the Greenglasses in ^Mexico 
(R. 529, 713). Rosenberg did, in fact, ascertain from his physician 
what inoculations were needed for a trip to Mexico (R. S51), and 
he had passport pictures taken of himself and his familv (R. 1427- 
1429). 

“On May .30, 1950, in accordance with Julius’ request, the Green- 
glasses had six sets of passport pictures taken, five of which they gave 
to Julius (R. 530-531, 712). The sixth set was retained by Greenglass 
and introduced in evidence at the trial (R. 531, 712; Rx. 9A, 9B). 
A week later, Julius visited the Greenglasses’ apartment and gave 
David $4,000 wrapped in brown paper (R. 532, 713; Ex. 10). He 
asked David to repeat the fliglit instructions, which David did 
(R. 532-533). David gave the $4,000 to his brother-in-law, Louis 
Abel, who, after David's arrest, turned it over to the latter’s lawver 
(R. 536, 713, 794-795).” 
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the new Act.® In short, a substantial portion of the case 
against the Rosenbergs related to acts in pursuance of 
the conspiracy which occurred after August 1, 1946. 

«The Government's brief dated July 25, 1952, in opposition to 
the petitions for certiorari filed by the Rosenbergs and by Sobeil 
summarized some of Sobells activities as follows: 

“In June 194S, (Max) Elitcher decided to leave the Bureau of 
Ordnance to take a job in New liork (R. 256). When he informed 
Sobeil of his plans, the latter urged him not to do anything until he 
discussed the matter with Rosenberg (R. 256).* Pursuant- to ar- 
rangements made by Sobeil, Elitcher met Rosenberg and Sobeil in 
midto'wn Xew "iork (R. 256— 25i). When Rosenberg was told about 
Elitcher-s plans, he tried to persuade Eli^clier to remain in Wasliing- 
ton, stating that he needed a source of information in the Xa\'y 
Department (R. 257). Rosenberg further stated that he had already 
made plans for Elitcher to meet a contact in AVashington (R. 257). 
During this conversation, Sobeil also attempted to persuade Elitcher 
to stay at the Bureau, of Ordnance; he told Elitcher, ‘Well, Rosenberg 
is right, Julie is right; you should do that’ (R. 257) .f 

'‘Sobeil then left and Elitcher had dinner with Rosenberg (R. 257). 
During the course of dinner, Rosenberg said that money could be 
made available for the purpose of sending Elitcher to school to 
improve his technical status (R. 25S). Elitcher asked Rosenberg 
hou he had got started in this venture (R. 25S). Rosenberg replied 
that a long time ago he had decided that this was what he wanted to 
do; that he made it a point to get close to people in the Communist 
Party and kept getting from one person to another until he finally 
succeeded in approacliing a Russian ‘who would listen to his proposi- 
tion concerning this matter of getting infonnation to Russia’ (R. 25S). 

A month later, in July I94S, Elitcher drove with his family from 
Washington, D. C., to New York City, preparatory to changing his 
job (R. 259). On the way, he noticed that he was being followed 
(R. 259— 2o0). b pon his arrival in New \ork, he proceeded to 
Sobeli’s home, where he planned to stay overnight (R. 259). When 
Elitcher told Sobeil of his fear that he had been followed, Sobeil 

Elitcher testified that i^obell said, 'Don’t do anything before vou 
see me. I want to talK to you about it, and Rosenberg also w*ant 3 
to speak to you about iV (R. 256). 

+Elitcher, nonetheless, did not change his mind, and shortly after- 
wards changed his employment (R. 257, 255). 
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I do not decide that the death penalty could have been 
imposed on the Rosenbergs only if the provisions of § 10 
of the Atomic Energy Act of 1946 were satisfied. I 
merely decide that the question is a substantial one which 
should be decided after full argument and deliberation. 

It is important that the country be protected against 
the nefarious plans of spies who W'Ould destroy us. 

It is also important that before w^e allow human lives 
to be snuffed out we be sure — emphatically sure — that 
we act within the law. If we are not sure, there will be 
lingering doubts to plague the conscience after the event. 

I have serious doubts whether this death sentence may } 
be imposed for this offense except and unless a jury 
recommends it. The Rosenbergs should have an oppor- 
tunity to litigate that issue. 

I wull not issue the writ of habeas corpus. But I wrill 
grant a stay effective until the question of the applicabil- 
ity of the penal provisions of § 10 of the Atomic Energy 
Act to this case can be determined by the District Court 
and the Court of Appeals, after w^hich the question of a 
further stay wull be open to the Court of Appeals or to 
a member of this Court in the usual order. 

So ordered. 

beCtinie angr}’^ and said that Elitchcr should not have come to his 
house; that he had some valuable information in the house that he 
should have given Rosenberg some time ago, information that was 
'too valuable to be destroyed and yet too dangerous to keep aroimd' 
(R. 260-261). Over Elitcher’s protests, Sobell insisted the informa- 
tion be delivered to Rosenberg that night. Sobell then took a 35 
millimeter film can from his house, and, accompanied by Ehtcher, 
drove to Manhattan. While ElitcKer waited in the car, Sobell left 
to deliver the can to Rosenberg. W'hen Sobell returned, Elitcher 
asked him what Rosenberg thought about his being followed (R. 261). 
Sobell replied that Rosenberg said that he had 'once talked ta 
Elizabeth Bentley on the phone but he was pretty sure she didn’t 
know who he was and therefore eveiything was all right’ (R. 261). 
The two then returned to Sobell’s house (R. 261).” 


